Daily Bible thoughts 206: Monday 15th October 2012: Romans 1:18-32
This passage reminds me of the story of a man who fell over a cliff edge, and just managed to grab hold of the limb of a tree that was protruding from the rock face. He cried out, ‘Help!’ Then an answer came, ‘It’s the Lord!’ ‘Help me Lord please. What should I do?’ God said, ‘Let go and trust me.’ For a moment there was silence, then a voice was heard asking, ‘Is there anybody else up there?!’

Verses 18 to 20 are such an unmistakably clear statement. They say that all people know, just from the created order, that there is a God. There is no excuse for atheism. It is not that people can’t believe, it is rather that they won’t. (See also Psalm 19: 1-4). They don’t like the God who has revealed Himself, so they trade Him in for a god who will let them live however they please. They enjoy their sin and don’t want to be different. Facing up to the reality of the living God will require repentance, and that is something they want to avoid at all costs. To borrow from Al Gore, the fact of God is an inconvenient truth. So people try to suppress it. But it’s like trying to sit in a jack-in-the-box that has a strong spring. You can’t keep the lid on it. God refuses to be sat upon!
...people try to put a shroud over truth. But the basic reality of God is plain enough. Open your eyes and there it is! By taking a long and thoughtful look at what God has created, people have always been able to see what their eyes as such can’t see: eternal power, for instance, and the mystery of his divine being...They traded the glory of God who holds the whole world in his hands for cheap figurines you can buy at any roadside stand. The Message.
In the past I have heard it said that this passage reads like ‘the News of the World.’ That notorious paper is no longer in business, but we can say that this is graphic and has a remarkably contemporary feel to it. It does read like one of the more sordid and sensationalist rags. At its heart it teaches us, as David Pawson has pointed out, that when men give God up, God gives men up. When men give God up for idolatry, He gives them up to immorality. (Note the repeated gave them over: verses 24, 26, and 28.)When men say, ‘God, we can manage without you’, He says, ‘Sure you can. Just see what it’s like to be without me.’ Then He releases the handbrake. The Message heads this section: Ignoring God Leads to a Downward Spiral.
So God said, in effect, ‘’If that’s what you want, that’s what you get.’’ It wasn’t long before they were living in a pigpen, smeared with filth, filthy inside and out. And all this because they traded the true God for a fake god, and worshiped the god they made instead of the God who made them... Refusing to know God, they soon didn’t know how to be human either... Since they didn’t bother to acknowledge God, God quit bothering with them and let them run loose. The Message.

The passage ends in (32) with what could surely be an epitaph for our own society, which increasingly approves of that which God disapproves; that which not too long ago we would have regarded as shameful and unmentionable. 
But our hope and our prayer has to be that like the prodigal son in the pig sty in the far country, we will come to our senses and remember home, and then set off in that direction.

Prayer: Have mercy on us, O God for our wilful abandonment of you, and for all that this has led to in our society. Help us to come to our senses and return to our Father.
