Daily Bible thoughts 190: Friday 21st September 2012: 2 Kings 19:20-37
Hezekiah’s application for divine help seems to have been quickly approved. (Notice Then in verse 20. When we pray in faith we can anticipate a Then.) So let’s begin with:
Something God heard (20): Note particularly the word concerning. God had heard specific prayer from the lips of Hezekiah; there would now be a specific answer.
Something Hezekiah heard (20):  It was a message with his name and address and postcode on it. ...the LORD, the God of Israel says...

Something God said: a.) There was a word to Hezekiah (20). It concerned a promise of deliverance (32-34). I’ll shield this city, I’ll save this city, for my sake and for David’s sake. (The Message). In the end things turned out just as God said they would (35-37. It’s important look back to the prophecy in 19:7.) The Lord would make Sennacherib flee (21). He would treat him like a captured and humbled prisoner, with a hook in his nose (28).God has His own way of doing things. Who would have thought that Sennacherib would be removed from this world by two of his own boys? It’s not without irony that he was cut down in the middle of an act of pagan worship. Unlike in the case of Hezekiah, no help came to him from his god! b.) There was a word against Sennacherib (21). It was a word against his blasphemy: The Virgin Daughter of Zion holds you in utter contempt; Daughter Jerusalem thinks you’re nothing but scum. Who do you think it is you’ve insulted? Who do you think you’ve been bad-mouthing? Before whom do you suppose you’ve been strutting? The Holy One of Israel, that’s who! (The Message). It was a word spoken against his pride and egotism: all the ‘I’, ‘I’, and ‘I’ stuff (23, 24). God made it clear that He had ordained any Assyrian success (25/26): Did it never occur to you that I’m behind all this? Long, long ago I drew up the plans, and now I’ve gone into action, Using you as a doomsday weapon... (The Message). Boasting was quite inappropriate.  Sennacherib and his forces were but instruments in the Hands of the sovereign God. (Consider Psalm 2, and especially verse 4. There is a sense in which we may share in God’s laughter towards our opponents and persecutors. There is a totally right and healthy way in which we can join in with His utter derision. It is not so much towards them as people but more towards their pitiful and feeble attempts to overthrow God and His church. How ridiculous!)
Something God gave (29-31): A sign to confirm what He would do. It concerned three years of harvest (29). There would be no regular harvest for the first year, because Sennacherib had already destroyed it; the people would only be able to eat what grew by itself. Neither would there be a regular harvest in the second year because Sennacherib’s troops would still be in Judah at the time the crops should be planted. In the third year, however, the people could expect a good harvest. The Assyrians would be long gone.

Let us trust in God at all times and look to Him for victory in every circumstance. Though our enemy malevolently breathes fire, let us not fear, but be confident in Him always, and realise that He has His own ways and means to deal with our foes. When Sennacherib saw a whole camp of corpses! No wonder he got out of there fast. (The Message).
Prayer: Lord, when I face circumstances that seem just too big for me to handle, help me to remember that you are on the throne of the Universe. Giants in my eyes are less than dwarves in yours and you are not intimidated by anyone or anything. How I praise you that I am in you.
