Daily Bible thoughts 188: Wednesday 19th September 2012: 2 Kings 19:1-13
One common denominator between people is that we all have troubles. Here’s what to do in all your troubles:

1. Look to God in all your troubles (1-4; see also Phil.4:6/7; 1 Peter 5:7): Compare (1) with (18:37). The officials had torn clothes. Presumably they tore them. By contrast Hezekiah...tore his clothes...and went into the temple of the LORD. They took their concerns to the king; he took his to the King (of kings). Everything Hezekiah did here showed that he was looking to the Lord for an answer. It gave expression to a deep sense of dependence on God. He prayed (that would seem to be the implication of him going into the temple) and he asked for prayer, from Isaiah the prophet (4b). In sending his officials to Isaiah he was no doubt hoping to hear some Word from God. Tom Hale in his commentary on the Old Testament makes the point that Hezekiah understood that God’s honour was at stake. Furthermore he realised that there were spiritual issues involved which were more significant than any impending military defeat. There was an evident humility also: he probably thought he was partly to blame. After all, he’d tried to bribe Sennacherib by giving him silver and gold from the temple (2 Kings 18:14-16).
2. Listen to God in all your troubles (5-7):  If Isaiah was looking for a Word from the Lord he got it! God said three clear things to Hezekiah: a.) Do not be afraid...The most frequently repeated command in the Bible is the one that says not to fear. God’s desire is to enable us to serve him without fear in holiness and righteousness before him all our days (Lk.1:74/75). b.) Secondly He said in effect, ‘This is more about me than it is about you Hezekiah (6b). I agree with your point (4): this is blasphemy and I won’t be dishonoured!’ c.) I will deal with him (7). The king’s heart is in the hand of God and he can turn it any way He desires, just like a watercourse. Let’s realise that prayer changes people. God can so act on people by His Spirit that they behave in ways we could not have anticipated. God was going to cause this mighty (and mouthy!) monarch to back off. Don’t be at all concerned about what you’ve heard from the king of Assyria’s bootlicking errand boys - these outrageous blasphemies. Here’s what I’m going to do: Afflict him with self-doubt. He’s going to hear a rumour and, frightened for his life, retreat to his own country. Once there, I’ll see to it that he gets killed. The Message. No spiritual felon can prevent the Heavenly Policeman from feeling his collar.
3. Know that God’s Word will be violently denied and opposed by the devil (8-13): but it remains true! It will prevail. It’s important to understand that there may well come a time after God has clearly spoken to you when your faith will be tested and you will be tempted to doubt that what God has said will happen. But His Word will come to pass; the last Word will be God’s. Having heard from God, cling tightly to what He has said, even when Satan would try to violently remove it from your clutches. Don’t let that god you think so much of keep stringing you along with the line, ‘Jerusalem will never fall to the king of Assyria.’ That’s a barefaced lie. You know the track record of the kings of Assyria – country after country laid waste, devastated. And what makes you think you’ll be an exception? The Message. Satan viciously hates God’s Word, and he will try to strongly deny it. But remember that although he may win ‘the world’s greatest liar’ competition, a liar is what he is.
Prayer: In all my troubles Heavenly Father, help me to look honestly at my own faults, and look only to you that I may hear your Word and see your mighty Hand at work for my deliverance. I thank you so much that if you are for me who can be against me?
