Daily Bible thoughts 180: Friday 7th September 2012: 2 Kings 15: 8-31
As the day of reckoning drew near, the kingdoms of Israel and Judah suffered under the rule of ungodly men who led them into more and more trouble. Conspiracies flourished as God’s Law was set aside. It was a time of murderous barbarity. The two exceptions to this were Azariah, who we considered yesterday (although his life was not entirely consistent), and Jotham who we’ll be looking at next time.
You might be tempted to say that this passage doesn’t make for edifying reading, and I sympathise with that view. However, look more closely and you will see amidst the depressing news two very definite things to get a hold of:

a.) There is a clear encouragement (12): It’s a truth you see often as you read your Bible, and it is just this, that God’s Word is unshakeably reliable. It is totally dependable and will always come to pass. Zechariah was the great-great-grandson of Jehu. So, just as the Lord said, Jehu’s descendants sat on Israel’s throne for four generations (2 Ki.10:30). Let’s affirm once again that God says what He means and means what He says. To live a fruitful Christian life a disciple must stick as close as possible to God’s Word;

b.) There is an unmistakable warning (9, 18, 24, and 28): After the death of Zechariah you see the swift and terrible decline of the northern kingdom to utter ruin. Three of the next five kings were assassinated, as was Zechariah himself. As the northern kingdom staggered towards destruction, their rulers hastened the coming of God’s judgment. God often gives a nation the leaders it deserves. The clear refrain running through these sad and brief stories is that sin took this nation down. The implication is that it will take any nation down if the sin is not repented. The God who is longsuffering may well give a people time, but judgment will eventually fall if there is not a turning back to Him. Menahem was able to stall things for a period through his strategy of taxing the wealthiest Israelites and giving the silver to the Assyrian king Pul (or Tiglath-Pileser: see verses 19 and 29). But it was only a short-lived postponement of the inevitable. As someone observed, he was ‘’feeding’’ the lion (Assyria) that would eventually totally gobble up Israel (Hos.5:13/14). F.B. Meyer points out that the seed sown two hundred years earlier at last came to maturity, leading to national ruin. As God’s Word says sin, when it is full-grown, gives birth to death (Jas.1:15) From Jeroboam 1st, the first king of Israel, to Hoshea, the last, not one is called ‘’good’’ (It wasn’t much better in Judah, but at least eight could be described in such positive terms.)
 There is a further warning in these verses that we will reap what we sow. Shallum attacked and assassinated Zechariah (10), and he was in turn attacked and assassinated (14) by Menahem; Pekah conspired against Pekahiah (25), but the very same thing was to happen to him (30). This principle really is something to consider. It appears regularly in the Bible.
If a man digs a pit, he will fall into it; if a man rolls a stone, it will roll back on him (Prov. 26:27).

Prayer: Thank you Father for giving me the understanding that this is a moral universe. If someone honours your Word you will honour them; if they set their faces against it they will be steamrollered by it. I want to be standing with you and listening to you and believing you over every other voice in the Universe.
