Daily Bible thoughts 179: Thursday 6th September 2012: 2 Kings 15:1-7
With Azariah (also known as Uzziah in 2 Chron.26) we come face to face with yet another tragic king. Once more he started well (3), with the qualifier made in a number of royal cases (4). He too had his blind spots. But then we are told about him being smitten with leprosy, and something of the effects of the disease on his life and reign (5). We also see God being in overall control of what happened. However, to get the fuller picture we have to read 2 Chron.26. Azariah ruled in Judah during a period of relative peace and prosperity. The Chronicler’s much longer version of events suggests that Azariah’s reign saw a time of revival in Judah which mirrored that enjoyed in Israel under Jeroboam 2nd. Yet at the peak of his success he contracted leprosy. It may not have been leprosy as such because the Hebrew word used covers a variety of conditions. Yet it clearly was serious. This was an act of judgment from God because the king overstepped a clearly marked divine boundary: he usurped the priestly prerogative of burning incense on the altar in the temple (2 Chron.26:16-20). (It’s been said that this is the lesson of 2 Ki.14:10 all over again: accept the sphere of blessing God gives you and do not meddle with issues that are beyond you. See Ps.131) As a result of his disease, he could no longer actively rule (Lv.13:46). He had to retire from the normal duties of kingship while his son Jotham ruled as co-regent. But as someone pointed out, the law demanded that those who intruded into the holy temple should be put to death (Num.18:7). In the case of Azariah, God was gracious to him and spared his life, giving him a ‘’living death’’ instead.
There can be no doubt that Uzziah was an illustrious king whose name became known far and wide (2 Chron.26:15). But his success led to pride. In his pride he developed an ungodly ambition to be both priest and king, and God had only called him to be the latter. In the Old Testament these roles were clearly separated. A priest could become a prophet, but no prophet or king could become a priest. Only Jesus combines all three roles of prophet, priest and king.
It is not uncommon to find people in churches who earnestly desire to be someone or something they are not, and never will be. It is not God’s call on their life. They could excel in the sphere they’ve been given, if only they would devote themselves to it, but their hearts and eyes are elsewhere. It tends to be the more public leadership gifts that people set greedy eyes upon, commonly from a motive of pride. It is an honourable thing to aspire to leadership if it comes from a noble heart seeking great things for God. But if the Lord hasn’t called you it’s no place for you.

Learn the lesson of Azariah, if you are ambitious for what is not your calling or gifting, it may make it impossible for you to do what God has given you to do. There’s a work for Jesus none but you can do, and if you’re not at your post the whole church will be impoverished. Furthermore, you will miss out on the adventure of a lifetime God has planned for you. Why would you want to be the hero in someone else’s story, when God has scripted a heroic role for you in your own?

When Peter wanted to know about the plan for John he was effectively told to mind his own business and keep his eyes on Jesus. (John 21:20-23). It’s sound counsel, and still applicable to you and me!

Prayer: Lord deliver me from the green-eyed monster of envy. Help me to not be driven by egotistical motives, but a simple, humble desire to follow you wherever you lead me. Please enable me to run the race marked out for me, and not somebody else’s.
.
