Daily Bible thoughts 178: Wednesday 5th September 2012: 2 Kings 14:23-29

 Jeroboam the 2nd reminds me of king Omri from many years earlier, in that militarily and politically he was a great king, yet he has a fairly brief mention in the Bible. Just seven verses here are devoted to one of the greatest of Israel’s rulers. He reigned for forty-one years (23) and presided over a golden age. In fact he had the longest reign of any of Israel’s kings. It was a time of enormous peace and prosperity. Under his rule, the recovery begun in the time of his father Jehoash reached its peak. His conquests won back all Israel’s lost territories. It seems he restored Israel’s boundaries in the north to something like their Solomonic extent (25/28; see 1 Ki.8:65).
 The problem was that Jeroboam 2nd was a terribly wicked man, just like Jeroboam 1st (24). This was a time when spiritual and moral decline set in, just below the surface veneer of economic success and military might. The apple which looked shiny on the outside was rotten to the core. Prophets like Hosea and Amos were raised up in these days to communicate the true picture. All was not well. People felt the warmth of summer sun upon their backs, but the prophets warned of the coming winter of judgment. It was a time when the rich were getting richer at the expense of the poor who were exploited and abused. It was hard to get justice in the courts. Money could buy you a verdict in your favour. At the same time, religion was very popular, but it wasn’t affecting people’s daily lives and producing holiness.  It’s been said that even back then the average citizen didn’t care about the character of the nation’s leaders so long as the people had food on their tables, money in their purses and no fear of enemy invasion. Oliver Goldsmith put it so well in his poem ‘The Deserted Village’: Ill fares the land, to hast’ning ills a prey, Where wealth accumulates and men decay.

F.B. Meyer makes the following comment on verse 24: Twelve times in the story of the kingdom of Israel are we told that Jeroboam, the son of Nebat, made Israel to sin. The institution of the calves on his part seemed to be a piece of political wisdom, but it was an infraction of the divine law; and what is morally wrong can never be politically right. The house cannot stand unless the foundation can bear the test of the divine plummet. The kingdom of Israel fell, to prove to all after-time that the disregard of God’s law is a foundation of sand, which can never resist the test of time. ‘Great verses through the Bible’ p134.
However, this short passage conveys two facts about Jeroboam, and these teach that, while he was not a man of God, God raised him up for a purpose.

a.) Jeroboam shows that God is true to His Word (25). Jeroboam did something that fulfilled a prophecy of Jonah (i.e. the Jonah more famous for being a big fish’s supper!)
b.) Jeroboam demonstrates God’s compassion for His people (26/27). God loved them and wanted to deliver them and He used Jeroboam to do it. This is not about Jeroboam being a good king but about God being such a good God. It wasn’t that Jeroboam or the people deserved the blessing, but simply that God had pity on His people who were languishing under the rule of Syria (26; see Ex.2:23-25).
Prayer: Heavenly Father, I simply want to bask in the sunshine of your great goodness. I revel in it today and thank you for it. It is so much more than I could ever deserve.
