Daily Bible thoughts 175: Friday 31st August 2012: 2 Kings 13:1-9
By way of contrast with Joash, who started well and finished badly, in the case of king Jehoahaz of Israel it was the other way round (or so it seems). This short passage indicates that a man can change. Although if (6) is true of the king as well as the people, any apparent change was short-lived.
Jehoahaz, son of Jehu, continued in the sins of Jeroboam much as his father before him had done (2: see2 Ki.10:29, 31). As a result, God continued to punish Israel by placing them under the control of Hazael king of Aram and his son Ben-Hadad who succeeded him (3). This is now the third Ben-Hadad we have come across in the Bible. We met the first in 1 Kings 15:18. The people of Israel shouldn’t have been surprised when the Lord brought the Syrians against them, because the people knew the terms of the covenant God had made with them before they entered the land of Canaan. If they obeyed Him, He would give them victory over their enemies, but if they disobeyed, He would cause them to fall before their enemies (Lev.26:17, 25, 33, 36-39; Deut.28:25, 26, 49 – 52). People still believe Satan’s lie, ‘’You will not surely die’’ (Gen.3:4 NKJV). ‘’Do whatever you enjoy,’’ says the enemy, ‘’because there are no serious consequences to sin.’’ But whether to chasten or to bless, God is always true to His Word.’ Warren W. Wiersbe: The Wiersbe Bible Commentary p.703.
The fourth and fifth verses are a big encouragement to our prayers, showing God’s compassion and willingness to listen to those who seek His favour. It is not absolutely certain who this deliverer (5) was, but it is thought most likely that it was Elisha (see verses 14-19). It could also have been the Assyrians who attacked the Arameans on a number of occasions and weakened them sufficiently so that the Israelites could reclaim much of their territory. But although oppression from Aram may have eased during Jehoahaz’s reign, the actual deliverance did not come about until the reign of his son Jehoash (22-25).

It’s been pointed out that you see here the repeat of a cyclical pattern found many times during the period of the judges: Israel sins; God sends punishment, usually in the form of an external oppressor; when the oppression becomes too much for them, the Israelites cry out for help; God has mercy on His people and sends a deliverer: a new judge who overcomes the oppressor; once the people experience relief they quickly turn back to their old ways. How many times do people call on the Lord when they’re in trouble and then ignore Him once the ‘all clear’ sounds?
As it happens, there is much that we cannot say about Jehoahaz’s change. Was it genuine repentance? Did he really and truly change, and stay that way? We’d like to think so, but the text does not tell us. It probably implies that he did not. It’s been pointed out that crisis faith is rarely deep or lasting.  However, what we can cling to is this shining truth in (4/5) that God listened to his plea, showed His concern for His distressed people, and brought about a much needed transformation in their circumstances. This should spur us on to continue seeking the Lord while He may be found.

As David wrote: He has not dealt with us according to our sins, nor punished us according to our iniquities (Ps.103:10) Thank God, He is so merciful.

Prayer: Almighty God, I ask for a strong, steady heart that walks consistently with you, and does not simply reach for the prayer ‘phone’ in an emergency.
