Daily Bible thoughts 173: Wednesday 29th August 2012: 2 Kings 12:1-12
Almost immediately in this chapter you run into an important statement about a mentor’s influence: Joash did what was right in the eyes of the LORD all the years Jehoiada the priest instructed him (2). So Joash was a godly king, and the truth is that this famous man was significantly influenced by someone who was not so well known. Not everyone can be a king Joash, but everyone can be a Jehoiada to someone else. Jehoiada’s effect on Joash was immense. Look how Joash went into decline after Jehoiada’s death (2 Chron.24:17-21). I suppose this sad outcome says that you can lean too much on someone else’s spirituality. It is good to be influenced in God’s ways by another individual. It is not healthy, though, if they somehow become an idolatrous prop. There is only One we can’t be godly without, and so long as we have the Holy Spirit within us, we can suffer the loss of any other influencer, however painful the parting may be. We can’t live on someone else’s faith. (We can’t borrow their axe-head!) It looks very much like Joash’s faith was too dependent on Jehoiada’s, and when the latter was gone, Joash’s faith (if it ever existed in the first place) crumbled to dust. Here is a potential downside of the mentoring relationship. You can, all-be-it inadvertently, cultivate an over dependence on you. Watch out for that pit fall. We are not in a position to blame Jehoiada though. We don’t really know what went wrong. All we can state with certainty is that following his death, Joash seemed to lose his spiritual moorings, the services at the temple ceased and the king and people of Judah reverted to idolatry (2 Chron. 24:17-19).
Mind you, although it appears that Joash was a godly king (for a time), there are no perfect people in the Bible: for all have sinned (Rom.3:23). Verse three shows that the godly Joash was indeed flawed. The high places mentioned in (3) were those where the people worshipped the Lord and not foreign deities. Nevertheless, following the construction of the Jerusalem temple, these should no longer have been used for sacrifice (see 1 Kings 3:2/3).
During Joash’s reign, he saw that Solomon’s temple was in need of repair. Not only was it now over 100 years old, but also some damage had been done to it during Athaliah’s reign (2 Chron.24:7).  The list of craftsmen involved in the repairs (11/12) suggests extensive damage. Initially he placed the repair work into the hands of the priests. For some reason we are not party to, the money was collected but the repair work never got started (4-6). Maybe it was because the priests were being asked to do something that wasn’t really in their gifting. Is there something here, I wonder, about ‘square pegs in round holes’?  Sometimes need may demand that we try to do something we’re not particularly fitted to do. There is a need for someone to serve, and you step up. But ideally, we should always try to operate within the abilities God has given to us. So finally Joash intervened (7). The priests were to take no more money for repair work that wasn’t being done. At the same time Joash relieved them of the responsibility for doing this work (8). A new method of collection was brought in (9); the people gave liberally, and soon men were appointed to supervise the repairs and obtain the necessary workers and supplies (11/12). So the work could progress. It is sad that Joash was later to undo so much of the good he had done. Make it your aim to, by God’s grace, finish well.
Prayer: Lord God, I would consider it an immense privilege if you were to allow me to be a Jehoiada-like influence on someone else. However, may my mentoring be that of one who encourages deep dependence on God, and not on any man. You are all we need. If you’re our Shepherd we will not want.
