Daily Bible thoughts 153: Wednesday 1st August 2012: 2 Kings 3:15b-27
We know that anointed music can profoundly affect the spirits. There are some examples in the Old Testament of music being used in conjunction with prophecy. This is one of those instances: While the harpist was playing, the hand of the LORD came upon Elisha... (15b). Although it is hard to define, you know when the Holy Spirit is on a piece of music, because it provokes a response from your spirit. There are certain kinds of music that grate upon the spirit. Holy Spirit inspired music gently fills and refreshes the ditch in your heart.
What happened was a miracle. They went from lack of water (9) to fullness of water (17). Miracles seem hard things to us, but they are easy (18) for God. However, on many occasions in the Bible, you see people being called to co-operate with God in miracle work: Make this valley full of ditches (16). There is something for us to do as God’s fellow-workers (1 Cor.3:9). I guess that took toil and sweat and wasn’t the work of five minutes. Faith believes God’s promise, and shows it does so by actions. Today, even as you are crying out to God for deliverance, listen carefully for that Word from heaven that may come to you and tell you to pick up your spade: Do whatever he tells you (John 2:5). It may not be an easy thing. It might entail back-breaking work. But if you want the water then dig the ditch!
F.B. Meyer makes this excellent comment on verse 17: We like to see the clouds blown forward through the sky, and hear the moan of the rising wind; in other words, we like to see God’s gifts on their way, or to have the sensible emotion of receiving them...Yet when we see neither wind nor rain, God may be most mightily at work...God be praised that the success of his work is not gauged by outward signs!

It was an easy thing for God to provide water in the desert, and the defeat of Moab was thrown in for good measure (19. It happened just as forecast: 24/25). It was so easy for God to overthrow the Moabites. He sent them a powerful delusion, we might say (21-23), and they were lulled into a false sense of confidence. Perhaps the water looked red because of the colour of the soil beneath it, or because of the reddish glow of the morning sun. Maybe it was just that the Lord caused the Moabites to see a red colour. Apparently, these verses contain  word-plays on the similarity between the Hebrew words for ‘Edom’, ‘red’ and ‘blood’, but these cannot be conveyed in English translations.
The story comes to a conclusion with the tragic story of the desperate king of Moab sacrificing his eldest son to Chemosh, the chief god of the Moabites (27). Whether it was revulsion over this that caused the Israelites to withdraw, or something else is not clear. But their mission was accomplished, and God’s Word was fulfilled.

Prayer: Almighty God, help me to clearly see when and where you are calling me to ‘dig ditches’. I desperately need the refreshing waters of your Holy Spirit. Please strengthen me to fully play my part, so that you can do what only you can do.
