Daily Bible thoughts 151: Monday 30th July 2012: 2 Kings 2:23-25
A friend in ministry told a story about being attacked by a young person. He employed spiritual weapons and said to the guy, ‘Take one step closer and I’ll call on God to strike you dead!’ Immediately the lad fell to the floor under the power of God. My friend went over to where he was lying. The young boy looked up astonished, and asked, ‘What was that?’ The reply: ‘Just testing!’
Again it is probably true to say that many Christians may struggle with the details of this story. But is it not because we do not fully understand the seriousness of sin, and the fact that God is a God of justice, as well as a God of love? In the church we take the latter truth seriously; we don’t always take the former as much into account as much as we should. It is always a grave thing to insult God and His servants. It may not always lead to a mauling at the paws of bears! But God notices. Nothing happens behind His back. Those who blaspheme His Name will not get away with it forever. God is more loving than we can ever dream; He is also more just than we have begun to grasp. To apply what I once heard a preacher say about Uzzah to this passage: when we realise the seriousness of sin, the question will not be why these people died (if they did die. I assume that is the implication), but why am I alive? It is a dreadful thing to fall into the hands of the living God (Hebs.10:31).
By travelling next to Bethel, Elisha retraced the journey he had made with Elijah (Bethel-Jericho-Jordan.)

When these youths called Elisha a baldhead, they were using a term of contempt. It is possible that it referred to some kind of tonsure which showed membership of the school of the prophets. The contempt was not just for Elisha, but also for his God. It is important to notice the boys hailed from Bethel, one of two pagan worship centres in the northern kingdom (1 Kings 12: 28/29), so their taunts had to be taken seriously. This was more than ordinary rudeness (although that would be bad enough in itself.) Elisha’s authority as God’s representative was at stake. It was a spiritual attack. It appears likely that he was being mocked specifically as head of the Lord’s prophets.  (It seems they were also scoffing at Elijah’s going to heaven: Go on up...)If you want to make sense of what happened when Elisha cursed them, you need to read Lev. 26:21, 22. (We’ve had the lions; now for the bears.) It is really encouraging to see the internal consistency of the Bible, and how it all hangs together. This happens as we compare Scripture with Scripture.
In a way, the mauling was an act of mercy. It gave fair warning to all Israel that if God’s covenant requirements continued to be ignored, then God’s judgment would fall irrevocably on the entire nation (see 2 Chron. 36:15/16).

So through Elisha’s two initial public acts, in 2:19-22 and here, God clearly showed that He would grant mercy to those who turned to Him and kept His covenant, but that He would bring punishment on those who did not. Herein you have the balance of the gospel. Like Paul, may we never be ashamed of it.

Prayer: Help me Lord to take your Word seriously in its entirety. I confess that there are parts I don’t fully understand. But I know you are the Judge of all the earth and will always do what is right. I sink my ignorance into the infinite vastness of all that you are, and I worship you.
