Daily Bible thoughts 146: Monday 23rd July 2012: 1 Kings 22:29-40

‘You can run, but you can’t hide!’  With a friend like Ahab, who would need enemies?! (29/30). ‘It’s ok Jehosh. You go into the battle looking like a king (in other words, looking like a target!) but I won’t. Guess who they’re likely to go after!’ This shouts that the Judean king’s alliance with Ahab was foolish, as well as ungodly. ‘You’re a real pal, do you know that? You’re going to draw the fire, and I’ll be sitting pretty.’(See Lk.16:8) In terms of his judgment, this was by no means Jehoshaphat’s finest hour. Here is a principle highlighted in the book of Proverbs: ‘Choose your friends wisely.’ Like good fruit coming into proximity with rotten fruit in the bowl, the wrong friends can cause you to ‘go off’. Before long you are carrying the mouldy smell of sin yourself.

At first, everything was going to plan (31-33). I’m sure that this is exactly how Ahab had it worked out. What beats me is how Jehoshaphat couldn’t see through his ploy. Evidently he did not. I suppose it’s possible to become so attached to the wrong person in friendship, courtship, marriage, business and so on, that our eyes don’t see what more objective eyes clearly can. Ahab was a rat bag to do such a thing to his ‘friend’. (According to 2 Chron.18:31, the Lord helped Jehoshaphat and drew the attackers away from him. We can’t be blasé about our wrong choices, but God in His mercy often protects us in them, even though we don’t deserve it. Nevertheless, let’s not think we can just live carelessly and God will clean up all our mess.)
But then his plan began to go horribly wrong (33/34). I love the irony of the words: But someone drew his bow at random...There are no coincidences, only God-incidences. I think it was Hal Lindsay who said Someone fired an arrow ‘to whom it may concern’. It concerned Ahab, and it found a ‘letter box’ between the sections of his armour. Ahab had entered the battle in disguise. But the truth is that the Lord sees through the best of our camouflage. We cannot successfully run from Him. Wherever we run, He is there. We cannot hide from Him. He is all-knowing. There is no way to evade the judgment of God, except by clinging in faith to the Lord Jesus Christ. The Syrian army had a narrow goal, and it concerned Ahab (31). In His sovereignty, God ensured that there would be ‘no hiding place’ for Israel’s king
God’s Word will come to pass (38). It unfailingly finds the chink in your armour. Make no mistake about it, it will get through. Micaiah’s prophecy was fulfilled (17/28), as was Elijah’s (21:19). This, of course, was delayed because of Ahab’s earlier contrition (21:29). Even when he tried to defy the words of Micaiah, he ended by fulfilling them, because the events announced by Yahweh’s prophets were in the hands of Yahweh himself. John Bimson: New Bible Commentary, p.362.

 F.B. Meyer makes this observation: Successful soul-winning depends on discovering the vulnerable part of a man, and striking there. But all this demands a very special discernment of spirits, and anointing of the Holy Ghost.
At one level, Ahab had great successes (39). He worked on big projects. He had political kudos. But his life is not one the Bible calls us to emulate. It is held up as a warning sign saying, ‘Danger! Keep  your distance.’ Ultimately, Ahab was an abject failure because he was a fugitive from God. From his grave (40) his corpse says, ‘There is no escape! Be sure your sins will find you out.’
Prayer: May my life influence others for God and for good, rather than being influenced by them for evil. Cause me to choose my friends wisely, O Lord.
