Daily Bible thoughts 143: Wednesday 18th July 2012: 1 Kings 20: 35-43
The importance of obedience to God’s Word cannot be over-stressed (35/36, and remember 13:20-32.) Peter writes in the New Testament: Be self-controlled and alert. Your enemy the devil prowls around like a roaring lion looking for someone to devour (1 Peter 5:8). You may struggle with the details of what has been described as a bizarre and shocking incident, but don’t miss the point that it is a serious thing to disobey God’s Word. When you do so, you move in the direction of the roaring lion and his lair. You put yourself in serious danger. You place yourself within range of his claws and his teeth and his pounce!

 This was but the overture to Ahab’s experience. He too was heading for the lion’s jaws. God’s Word should produce repentance where it is required (43). If we resent God’s ‘intrusion’ into our privacy, and keep resisting His grace, the day will arrive when it is no longer available to us. Ahab had witnessed God’s supreme power on Mount Carmel. This was followed up by two spectacular victories against all the odds. They were gifts of grace and mercy to Ahab and Israel. These things were clearly God’s doing. But the human heart can be stubborn and unyielding. Ahab did not repent; he sulked (43, c.f. 21:4). He didn’t like it when he couldn’t have his own way, whether with God or with people.
This prophet’s making up a story to expose Ahab’s sin is reminiscent of Nathan’s earlier piece of creative (prophetic) writing to rebuke David’s sin (1 Sam.12:10). Both there and here the king was guilty of the sin he was so quick to condemn in others. In both cases you have a monarch trapped by his own words.
As King Ahab passed him, the disguised prophet recounted how a prisoner had escaped from his custody, and that he (the prophet) would have to pay either with his life, or one talent of silver (39). No ordinary soldier would normally be able to afford such an amount. Ahab realised this, and callously told the man that he would indeed die if he didn’t manage to stump up the cash (40). But as with Nathan’s ‘Yorker’ bowled at David, Ahab (a very different kind of man it has to be said) was trapped ‘leg before’. It was plumb. Without realising it, he had pronounced his own death sentence.

That is your sentence...You have pronounced it yourself (40b). Those words were to bounce back and hit Ahab in the face (41/42). The words of (42b) were to come to pass. Ahab was to die while fighting the Arameans under Ben-Hadad (22:29-38), and Israel was to suffer for years under the oppressive hand of Hazael, Ben-Hadad’s successor (2 Kings 10:32, 33; 13:3, 22)
F.B. Meyer, in his ‘Great verses through the Bible’p.127, focuses on 40a. He says: This man, in the prophet’s parable, made a great mistake to concern himself about a number of trifles, when so serious a matter as his own life depended on giving all his attention to the custodianship of the prisoner entrusted to his care. But is it not thus that men miss the main end of life. He points out that we so easily fritter away precious days and hours on mere trivialities. In all of this playing with trifles we miss opportunities to rescue others. I will leave the last word with him today: The ephemeral interests of life press hard on its real interests. Like boys, we squander in trifling the hours given to prepare for an examination on which all the future must turn.
Prayer: Lord keep me from the sin of wasted seconds, minutes, days, hours, weeks, months and years. I want to invest my one life in your Kingdom purposes.
