Daily Bible thoughts 133: Wednesday 4th July 2012: 1 Kings 17:17-24:
Carrying and crying!

Sometime after Elijah had been living at the home of the widow and her son, the boy died. The Bible is clear about the reality of his death (18, 20, and 22). There are some things that are mysterious and difficult to take, even for the most committed believer (20). It appears that Elijah was distraught over what had happened. Even though the normal assumption at that time was that there was an inevitable link between sin and suffering (18), the Bible does not teach that it is always so. It leaves space for suffering that is undeserved and unexplained.

This is a story about carrying. Elijah carried the dead boy to his room and placed him on his bed (19). Later on, he carried him back to his mother. That upper room where he was staying must have been a room filled with prayer don’t you think? I imagine the glory of God’s presence hovering there. There is a lovely picture of some beautifully simple dynamics of prayer here. We carry needs (and they may be great and overwhelming needs, like the men who carried the paralytic on a stretcher to Jesus) into the presence of God; then we carry out into the world the answers He gives. We may have the answer in our hearts long before we have it in our hands. What is important is that we have it. In prayer, we sometimes even take burdens off other people and carry the load before God ourselves (19). The prayer-warrior says, Give me your... We even talk about prayer burdens.
This is also a story about crying:

Then he cried out to the LORD... and cried to the LORD... The LORD heard Elijah’s cry... (20, 21 and 22). Crying speaks of deep emotion and intensity. The Elijah who prayed earnestly that it would not rain (Jas.5:17) was also in earnest about this need. Somebody described him as being angry and bewildered. The twentieth verse may seem to give such an impression. He was clearly experiencing profound feelings. What do you make of (21)? Perhaps he was simply trying to transmit the warmth of his body to the boy to encourage his return to life. (This, to my mind, is another snapshot of what we do in prayer. We, as it were, stretch ourselves out on people and on all kinds of situations and needs when we enter the place of prayer. We are at a stretch. We put effort into what we are doing. Nevertheless, we know that our unaided effort does not achieve anything.) Whatever, the boy’s return to life was clearly God’s doing in response to Elijah’s prayer. Elijah, the man just like us (Jas.5:17) again saw a remarkable answer to prayer. See how he got a definite answer to a definite prayer. Compare verse 21 with verse 22. He got exactly what he asked. It’s the first instance in the Bible of someone being raised from death. This miracle was a sign and a wonder confirming the ministry of the Word (24). There are many people who, spiritually-speaking, need to pass from death to life. Our prayers can be instrumental in bringing this about.
There is such an irony in (24). A woman of Phoenicia realized that Elijah was a true prophet speaking God’s Word, while the Israelite king carried on worshipping his Phoenician gods and refused to see it. Jesus cited this story to show that prophets often got on better on foreign soil than they did at home in Israel (Lk.4:24-26). Once more, we see a Gentile being the recipient of God’s blessing. Thank God that the gospel is for the ‘whosoever’ in all the world.
Prayer: Lord, don’t allow me to lazy about prayer. I want to be at a stretch. Help me to always see and believe in the immense power available to the one who prays.

