Daily Bible thoughts 132: Tuesday 3rd July 2012: 1 Kings 17:7-16
God meets our needs by surprising means and in surprising places!
This wonderful story seems to hang on a number of key expressions:

a.) ...stay there. I have commanded a widow in that place...a widow was there... (9/10) If you are in the place where God’s will has taken you (God’s there), you are also in the place where God’s provision will reach you. Hudson Taylor went to China as a missionary in days when there was no email, no telephone, no instant messaging etc, etc. It took about half a year to sail to China, so it also took that amount of time for a letter to arrive home. However, Hudson and his fellow-workers had ‘instant’ communication with heaven. There they discovered that God still has His ‘ravens’ and ‘widows’. They had times of struggle, but God miraculously provided for them. He knew where they were. He had called them and He looked after them. He got His supplies to them. God not only provides in remote places. He also provides in dangerous places. Zarephath was a town in Sidon. It was smack bang in the middle of enemy territory: the heartland of Baalism you might say. God chose to hide his servant right underneath Jezebel’s twitchy nostrils, and she didn’t get as much as a sniff! You would not have hidden Elijah in the ‘danger zone’. Nor would you have chosen a nearly starving woman to look after him. You would not have taken him to a drought-hit area. (We can see here how the drought in Israel had spread to Phoenicia.) But you are not God, and nor am I (Isaiah 55:8/9). Higher ways! Higher thoughts!
b.) But first...and then... (13) It was counter-intuitive for the woman to do this, but it worked. God’s ways do. Reason told her that if she first of all baked a cake of bread for Elijah, then she would have nothing left for herself. But faith told a different story. If we seek first God’s kingdom and righteousness then everything else will be added to us as well (Mt.6:33). The principle of God first is a vital one to establish in our lives.

c.) She went away and did as Elijah had told her. So...in keeping with the word of the LORD spoken by Elijah (15/16) When you obey God’s command(s), even though it may be costly to do it, there is always a So. Obedience brings blessing. This is an unfailing principle in Scripture.
Prayer: Heavenly Father, you are so good. I thank you for these amazing stories of your provision written into the Bible. I thank you also that these stories are still being written in life after life. You are writing them in my life, and I praise you. You are amazing God!
