Daily Bible thoughts 128: Wednesday 27th June 2012: 2 Kings 16:15-20.
A week is a long time in politics!  It was hardly a long reign for Zimri though: seven days (15). 
At this point, the nation of Israel, weighed down with sin, descended into civil war. When it came out that Zimri had overthrown King Elah, his own soldiers turned against him and appointed Omri, the commander of the army, as king (16) (Again, there was a reaping of what was sown.) Omri and his troops then laid siege to Tirzah, where Zimri was holed – up (17, compare 9).

 When Zimri saw that the cause was lost, he tragically chose a suicidal end for his life (18). Rather than die at the hand of another, he opted to do away with himself. 

In all of this you have to see sin’s outcome: So he died, because of the sins he had committed, doing evil in the eyes of the LORD and walking in the ways of Jeroboam and in the sin he had committed and had caused Israel to commit(19) Sin inevitably leads to death. For the wages of sin is death... (Rom.6:23). When Adam sinned, physical and spiritual death came into the world. Sin separated man from God (spiritual death), and man’s physical life would now come to an end. Beyond the grave, sin leads to eternal death (separation from God forever) if it is not removed through faith in Christ’s atoning work on the cross. Sin’s outcome is death.
There is almost an air of insanity in the picture of Zimri setting the palace on fire around him and being swallowed up in the flames. It is a deeply disturbing image. But I find myself thinking, ‘This is what we do when we sin. We set fire to the stuff around us.’ There is something devastating about the effects of sin. It is a self-destruct button. People and things in the world around us get scorched by our sins. It is as mad that we destroy our own worlds as it is that Zimri should burn the palace (and himself) to the ground.
Thankfully, sin doesn’t have to have the last word. (And it won’t!) Through faith in Jesus Christ, and the indwelling power of the Holy Spirit it is possible to live a totally different kind of life. You can march to the tune of a different drummer. The potential is there, through Christ, to have a life that does not have sin (and therefore self) at the centre, but that has Jesus and His Holy Spirit at the centre. You can ask God to light a fire in your life that will burn up your evil and leave you free to love and serve the Lord with red-hot passion. God’s burning fire is only a threat to your sin. But it will liberate you to be everything God intends you to be.
Prayer: Into my heart, into my heart, come into my heart Lord Jesus. Come in today; come in to stay. Come into my heart Lord Jesus.
