Daily Bible thoughts 127: Tuesday 26th June 2012: 1 Kings 16:8-14.
We saw yesterday that the prophecy of Jehu to Baasha closely resembled that of Ahijah to Jeroboam. It’s not surprising to see, then, that the fulfilment of Jehu’s prophecy was almost a rewind of earlier events. As Nadab reigned for two years prior to his assassination, so Elah, son of Baasha occupied the throne for two years. Just as Nadab was succeeded by his assassin, so Zimri succeeded Elah.

Here are some lessons from the brief rule of Elah:

· Don’t get drunk! (9): Although the Bible does not speak ill of wine as such, it does speak disparagingly about drunkenness. More than that, it outlaws it. For a Christian, the ideal state is one of self-control, and this is the fruit of God-control. To spin out of control is dangerous, and an excess of alcohol can take you there. When you are in such a position you are vulnerable. It was while Elah was under the influence of a surfeit of alcohol (and therefore off guard) that he was murdered. Elah died while carousing with the manager of his palace in Tirzah, even though the war on the Philistine border continued (15). That fact adds to the general air of irresponsibility.
· Watch what you sow (11): As Baasha had done, so it was done to him. Unless we put our trust in Jesus to take away our sin, our bad deeds will come back to bite us on the Day of Judgment. But the Bible teaches that they may also show their teeth even down here, in the present. Whatever seed you sow will come up in your field. It is an unfailing principle.

· Let go of worthless things (13): Elah is not specifically said to have walked in the ways of Jeroboam, but the point is implied in this thirteenth verse. Idols are often spoken of as worthless in the Bible. This is not surprising when you consider that they are man-made and dead! What could they do to help anyone? Psalm 119:37 says Turn my eyes away from worthless things... Probably, in the first place, this has to do with idolatry. In principle, though, I believe we can apply it more widely. Why waste this one precious life on anything worthless?
· Hold fast to God’s Word (12): Yes, it’s that point again: God’s Word is totally reliable. It will come to pass. Zimri didn’t knowingly set out to fulfil Jehu’s prophecy. He was only acting in self-interest. He was intent on ruthlessly removing potential rivals. But in what he did Jehu’s prophecy came true.
Prayer: Lord, I want to ask that worthless things will have no place in my life. Help me to hold fast to what is of supreme value, and give me wisdom to discard the rest.
