Daily Bible thoughts 63: Wednesday 28th March, 2012: 2 Samuel 15:24-37 (see also Psalms 41:9/55:11-14)
David soon decided that the ark should be left in Jerusalem. This box represented God’s presence and Kingship. It therefore needed to remain in the capital as a symbol of God’s rule over His people. David recognised that the Lord was the true Ruler of His people. His attitude is so impressive and challenging: If God wanted to establish Absalom as king that was up to Him. David would not keep the ark in his possession. It belonged to God, not to him. He also realised that God’s box wasn’t going to afford him any magical protection, such as earlier Israelites had imagined (1 Sam.4:3/4). He didn’t want the throne of God treated as a good-luck charm.
David’s submission to God’s will is exemplary. He showed that attitude of discipleship we thought about yesterday in (15/21). He didn’t want a bad outcome, but he was ready for it. If it was written into his life’s script then he would put his whole heart into reading the lines and playing the part handed to him (26). Of course, David carried a consciousness of having messed up big time, and he was prepared to take whatever chastisement might be coming his way. But though he bowed himself before God’s purpose, that is not to say that any of this was easy (30) What he (and his people) were going through was traumatic and painful. It was a deeply emotional experience (30a is again resonant of ‘great David’s greater Son’, the Lord Jesus Christ. This was, in a way, like David’s Gethsemane in which he prayed, ‘Not my will but your will be done.’)
Yet David’s surrender to God’s will did not lead him to a resigned passivity. Yes, he was prepared for things not to go his way (and I think he knew he deserved for them not to), but he had no clear direction from God as to how it would all go. So he prayed that the tide would turn in his favour (31), and he took steps to outwit his enemies (32-37). He prayed to the Lord and ‘kept his powder dry’, as Oliver Cromwell famously said. His prayer was answered (17:14: this is a remarkable example of a specific answer to a specific prayer request.) David gives a potent example of combining prayer and practical action. He asked for the frustration of Ahithophel’s counsel, and sent Hushai back to Jerusalem to make it happen. David knew that if Hushai pretended to be loyal to Absalom, he could serve as David’s spy in the court. In particular, Hushai could frustrate Ahithophel’s advice by giving his own contradictory advice, and thus cause Ahithophel to look foolish. David was a man of prayer, but he also employed wise strategy.
We don’t always see that we need to pray hard and then work hard to do whatever we can do to bring about the answer. Sometimes, of course, we can do nothing. More often than not, however, we can do something. Pray like it all depends on God; work like it all depends on you!

Prayer: Sovereign Lord and King, help me to see that you control all circumstances, whether good or bad. I pray that you will control me in every situation, and work everything out for your glory and my good.
