Daily Bible thoughts 55: Friday 16th March, 2012: 2 Samuel 12: 1-14
As we saw yesterday, as secretive and furtive as David sought to be, there are no secrets to God (12). To Him all hearts are open and all secrets known. It seems that for some time David tried to hide his sin, and suffered under God’s chastening (Ps.32) It must have been such a relief to get those words of confession spoken (13: David Pawson has said that the only way that sin can leave the body is through the mouth, as it is confessed).
Here is the power of the story (long before Jesus taught in parables.) David was trapped ‘leg before’ without seeing the ball coming. This tale of terrible injustice made him hot with anger (5/6). Then he was forced to realise that he was actually angry with himself. (To carry on the cricketing analogy, it might be more accurate to say that he ‘played on’ to his own wicket in what he said here. In effect he judged and sentenced himself.)
I believe, though, that what made David a man ‘after God’s own heart’ was this: he knew how to repent (13). He was quick to hold up his hand. We know the confession/repentance was real because his sin was immediately forgiven. He did not die as he deserved (5/ see Lv.20:10). But please note that sin has consequences (10 -12/14; see 6 also, and Ex.22:1). We are going to be tracing this through for the remainder of the book. 

 How sad it is to have to live with the consequences of forgiven sin said William Culbertson.
In David’s heartfelt prayer of repentance (Ps.51), he showed that he fully understood the prophetic message brought to him by the courageous Nathan. Look again at (9/10), and then consider Ps. 51:4:

Against you, you only, have I sinned and done what is evil in your sight...
David had sinned against Uriah by taking his wife into his bed, and by having the man murdered; he had sinned against the men who so tragically died with him; he had sinned against Joab by making him complicit in this crime; he had sinned against Bathsheba by committing adultery with her (and taking the initiative in it. Did she have much choice, I wonder, when summoned by Israel’s most powerful king?) He had also sinned against himself and his family, bringing untold disaster down upon their heads. Yet, he knew, who he had offended the most, and his repentance was very real. First and foremost Sin is God-ward in its impact.
It is encouraging to know that whatever we may have done, we can be forgiven in an instant if we truly repent (13).

However, it is also sobering to realise that by our sin we may unleash an unstoppable train wreck of consequences.

In His grace, God forgave their sins...but in His government, He permitted them to reap what they had sown. Warren Wiersbe
Prayer: Lord, let me love you so much that it becomes unthinkable that I should ever offend you. And, if necessary, let the fear of the consequences of sin keep me on the right path.
