Daily Bible thoughts 50: Friday 9th March, 2012: 2 Samuel 8:1-18.
David’s reign was victorious (1-14), fair (15) and well-ordered (16-18). There was good organisation in his kingdom.

In this chapter, the author gives a summary of David’s military victories. As he consolidated his rule, he won many fights: he recovered lost territory and gained new ground. As David extended Israel’s boundaries in all directions, the land he conquered equalled the area God had promised to Abraham, Moses and Joshua (Gen.15:18-21;Dt.1:6-8;Josh.1:1-5). God is always as good as His Word. It will pay us to be well-versed in it for He means everything He has said.
Verses 1 – 14 emphasise what David did, but in every winning fight the bottom line is: The LORD gave David victory wherever he went (6/14. See 2 Sam.7:9). David did all that he had to do, but he could only do it because of God’s enabling. This point is emphasised by repetition.

We are workers together with God. Are you playing your part to the full? We are not in a physical fight, but we are caught up in a very real spiritual battle. The Lord will give you victory wherever you go – if you want the victory – but you have to do the going. Some people talk like they want to break with badness, but they like their pet sins too much to give them up. In this vicious spiritual war there are things to defeat and subdue (1,9,11,14) – things to bring in subjection to us (2). There are those things to capture (4), to strike down (5,13) to take (7,8). The language used in this chapter is instructive. Have you risen up militantly to declare war on all evil in you – in yourself, and to drive it out of the land of your life? Again, as you step out to do what God commands you to do, you will find that He is with you to give you His victory.
David knew he would not build the temple, but he risked his life to amass the wealth Solomon would need to do the job (11 – see 1 Ki.7:51) If somebody else ends up with your vision in their hands, will you do all you can to help them fulfil it? Something you hoped to do may get passed on to another generation.
Prayer: I am so aware of being in an intense battle Lord. Help me to realise that I am not so much fighting for victory as from victory. Thank you that you won the war at the cross. Armed with you and your victory I go boldly into today’s fight.
