Daily Bible thoughts 49: Thursday 8th March: 2 Samuel 7:18-29.
David was not able to build the temple himself. This was not to be. But in disappointment there can be a divine appointment. David submitted to God’s will, and prayed.
In so many ways this is a model prayer. Let’s think about some of its chief characteristics:

Humility – David was open mouthed at God’s goodness to him and his family (18-21). He had no sense of entitlement to all the blessings pouring down on his head; he was astounded to be the recipient of so much. He saw himself as a very ordinary human-being from a very ordinary family. (Throughout the prayer David refers to himself as God’s servant, even though he is a king.) He clearly felt small before such a big God (Sovereign LORD– how many times is this expression used?) He also had God’s glory at the forefront of his mind (26). He put that ahead of his own concerns and interest in the establishing of his house.
Praise – (22-24). David thanked God as the great and only God. He also blessed Him for His work in choosing Israel for His purposes. 
Revelation(21/27) – He was able to pray with great boldness and confidence because of what God had shown him. He knew something of what the Lord was going to do and was able to pray in line with that. Prayer, it’s been rightly said, is about getting God’s will done on earth, rather than man’s will done in heaven. The Christian life is about so much more than church attendance. It’s about a living relationship – a continual walk with God who is real, and who speaks to us. (Jer.33:3)
Faith (25/26/28) – Somebody once said something like this: ‘’We stand on concrete whenever we can point to one of God’s promises and say, ‘Do as you have said.’ ‘’ It has also been observed that God will honour our prayers too when they arise out of His Word and do not simply spring from our own wishes. I remember reading about George Mueller of Bristol, that he developed a way of praying that was rather like a lawyer in a law court pleading a case. He was soaked in Scripture, and was able to be bold in his requests because he knew what God had promised. I believe Spurgeon used the picture of God’s promises being like cheques He has signed, but they await our signatures of faith. It’s important to say that the fulfilment of God’s promises is contingent upon our faith and obedience.
Pray: Sovereign Lord, you direct my life. I bow to you. Help me to see that disappointments can be your appointments for me. Cause me to walk with you, and hear your voice always. Help me to turn everything you say to me back to you in prayer.
