Daily Bible thoughts 35: Friday 17th February: 2 Samuel 1:17-27
David’s beautiful lament for Saul and Jonathon was first written in the Book of Jashar (18). This was an ancient account of famous events, of which no copy remains (Josh.10:12-13). David was understandably concerned that this victory should not be proclaimed in the Philistine territory, causing God’s enemies to despise Him and His people (20-22) He felt the shame and disgrace of it keenly. Note a number of things:

David’s honouring of both men: Clearly he was much closer to one than the other. You get the impression that he had once been close to Saul, but that was in the distant past. Yet, in his words he honoured both men equally. Saul had treated David more like an enemy, but David verbally lauded both as if they were friends. He didn’t speak well of Jonathon and bad-mouth Saul. He showed no bitterness; no resentment or vindictiveness towards the man who had so wrongfully hounded him for years and made his life a misery. Do not gloat when your enemy falls...or the LORD will see and disapprove (Prov.24:17/18). David exemplifies such an attitude. It is commendable, but only made possible by God’s grace. ...in life Saul was loved by David (23) among many others. These words give eloquent testimony to the fact. (It is true though, that David’s words give insight into the special relationship he had with Jonathon. There are people who want to make v26 say more than it does. There is no hint anywhere in the story of a sexual relationship between the two men. David wasn’t saying that he preferred Jonathon to women. It was rather a poetic way of saying that Jonathon’s love was truly wonderful. What made it so was surely its self-sacrificial nature. Jonathon was willing to give up his claim to the throne for David’s sake – 1 Sam.23:16/17. It truly was wonderful that he wasn’t jealous of David, but helped and supported him.) That brings me on to the next thing:
Something of the cost to Jonathon (23): We have picked up before that Saul and Jonathon were close, and it is reflected again here at the last. Jonathon loved his father, but he would not side with him against David just because ‘blood is thicker than water.’ More than being on the side of Saul or David, Jonathon was on the side of right. But it proved costly for him, and to some extent, drove a wedge between him and his father. At least it did at one point (1 Sam. 20:30-34). What does it say about Jonathon that he survived that molten eruption from his dad, and managed to stay close to him and David? Certainly, he remained close in heart with David in spite of everything.
The mighty had fallen long before he fell (19, 25, 27): That was certainly true in Saul’s case. See (25) – Saul had fallen morally more than once in the years prior to this. When he fell on the battlefield of Mount Gilboa, it was the final fatal fall. But many other tumbles had taken place prior to this last one. I have heard it said, wisely, that ‘A fence at the top of the cliff is better than an ambulance at the bottom.’ Unfortunately, Saul had scant regard for divinely placed fences. All the ambulance men could do was scrape him up and transport him to the morgue. There could have been a different end to this story...could have been; but there isn’t.
Prayer: Father please will you grow in me the fruit of the Spirit that is self-control. Help me to discipline myself, knowing that battles lost today could spell disaster in the future. Let me stay the right side of your fences at the cliff top.
