Daily Bible thoughts 34: Thursday 16th February, 2012: 2 Samuel 1:1-16
We will soon read about two men who made the same mistake as this Amalekite (chapter 4). David had lived by the principle that he would not touch the Lord’s anointed. He had far too much respect for God’s chosen king to do so. He had suffered for that principle, but a principle’s a principle after all. Then he met this man who in a moment did what he had spent years resisting (14/16). The Amalekite, knowing that Saul had been pursuing David and his men for a long time, clearly assumed he was bringing good news. He didn’t get too long to realise his mistake.
The Amalekite told David that he had found Saul still alive, and had put him out of his misery at Saul’s own request. It’s highly likely that he had been there robbing fallen soldiers of their weapons and valuables. If the Amalekite was telling the truth (and not just mistakenly trying to ingratiate himself with David to get a reward) it means that Saul did not die after falling on his own sword, although the armour-bearer thought he had (1 Sam. 31:5)

The main thought that strikes me on reading today’s passage is this: here is how to deal with someone who comes to you telling some tale of sin with relish, thinking you will enjoy it. No, I don’t mean have them executed!! I’m not even suggesting that you should be rude. But you can act decisively. You can show by your response that you want nothing to do with such talk – that you will not encourage such things. If every gossip met with a ‘dead bat’, there wouldn’t be anything like so much gossip in the world. You can do something to prevent its spread. Kill the words of the gossip stone dead by refusing to be interested! (You could also try the tactic of saying: ‘You’re talking to me about person x. Why don’t we go to see them together and find out what they have to say about it?!!’) You have in your hands lethal weapons to finish off gossip, if you’re prepared to use them.
Prayer: Lord, deliver me from any thought that Christianity is always about swinging from every available chandelier. There are times for tears, lament and fasting (11/12). There are things that should be felt deeply. Help us to feel how you want us to feel about things that really matter.
