Daily Bible thoughts 31: Monday 13th February, 2012: 1 Samuel 30:1-15
There is something heart-rending about (4). Don’t you just want to cry with them? What these guys had been through. Okay, they were hard men, but they were men, and they had been under immense strain. Now this!  Although you feel for David when you read (6), it’s a reminder that human-beings are complex. Who of us fully knows himself or herself? I guess we all have a snapping point. David’s men, who had been so loyal to him, had reached it. (Sometimes though, people have emotional outbursts and don’t mean the words they speak. They never got further than talking about stoning David.) Just a few sentences on, these same men showed such kindness and compassion to a poor slave (11/12). As I say, we are incredibly complicated: capable of nobility and barbarity, and, sometimes, moving swiftly between the two. (I think 10 may also be an insight into how battered these men were.)
Divine timing:  Alex Haley was asked, in an interview, how he accounted for the stupendous success of his book ‘Roots’. He replied that he didn’t really know, but he remembered something that his grandmother had said, namely: ‘You never know when the Lord’s going to come, but He’s always on time! God not only protected David and his men from having to fight fellow Israelites, he also made it possible for them to arrive back at their base in Ziklag earlier than expected. It was a good thing that they turned up when they did. It is highly likely that their wives and children would have been sold into slavery had they been much later.
Divine appointment: God’s sovereignty is seen not only in the timing of their return home, but also in their encounter with the slave in the field (11). A ‘chance’ meeting with a nobody (in fallen human terms) turned out to be vital to their rescue mission. It is yet another powerful example of the Lord bringing the right people together at the right time and in the right place. How wonderfully God oversees our lives, and much of the time we are not conscious of what He is doing, until we look in the ‘rear view mirror’, and hindsight gives clarity. Looking back we see the one set of footprints in the sand and know we were carried.
Divine strengthening: The last sentence of (6) is breathtaking. Humanly, for a time, David stood alone – or so it seems. But he found his strength in God (see Eph.6:10).  It is said that when Dietrich Bonhoeffer was in prison, he was such a comfort to those around him who believed death was near. But, says his biographer, Eric Metaxas, ...his strength was borrowed from God and lent to others. It’s been pointed out that not only did he find strength, but he found strength to act, and his first action was to seek God’s will (7/8 see 22:20/23:6,9) We are not told when there was a change of mood in David’s men, but this much is clear: David showed real leadership. He heard from God, and his men once again rallied to his trumpet call (9/10). Whatever the outward circumstances, authentic spiritual leadership continues to seek God and follow Him. If others follow, that’s all well and good. Chances are if you’ve heard from God others will follow. But whatever, you the leader will follow. You’ve heard THE Voice that speaks above all others (Rev.1:12).

Prayer: Lord, I thank you that I am held in your sovereign Hands. I am led by your ordering of my circumstances to be just where I need to be, and to meet just who you want me to meet. I thank you, and I want nothing other than to always be in your will.
