Daily Bible thoughts 30: Friday 10th February 2012: 1 Samuel 29
How good of God to dig us out of holes of our own making! He does this probably more times than we know. He did it for David here. But that is not an excuse to live carelessly, trusting our merciful God to clear up every single mess after us.

One thing is for sure, God knew all the details of David’s situation. He knew that he’d dug this big hole to hide himself and his men from the totally unjust pursuit of a foaming at the mouth monarch. (Whether or not he should have dug this hole is a moot point, as we have observed in recent days. But dig it he did – deep and wide!)

As a starting point you need to read back in (28:1). Achish there reminded David that he and his men would be expected to fight on the side of the Philistines against Israel. People accepting sanctuary in a foreign country were expected to fight for that country. At that time David pretended to agree. As we have seen, he lived deceptively day after day during this crisis. It must have been such a mental and emotional strain to live like that. He probably wondered how they would ever get out of that hole.
As the Philistines marched towards the Israelites ...David and his men were marching at the rear with Achish (2). What must he have been thinking? Or did he just have a calm faith all along that God would work it out?

Well, whatever the thoughts of David and his men, the Lord did work it out. There were four other rulers of four Philistine cities (Josh.13:2/3), and Achish was the king of the fifth city, Gath (27:2). The rulers made it clear that they did not want these ‘mercenaries’ fighting alongside them (4-6). It seems they were more shrewd and perceptive than Achish. I believe they were quite right in their judgment about what David and his men would do. (They probably remembered a bitter past experience – 14:21).

Achish didn’t want to offend David. He was personally benefitting from his services (or so he thought), but his hand was forced. So it was that David and his men got to clamber out of their hole and walk away. David deserved an Oscar for his performance (8), delivering the disappointment lines with aplomb. But the relief must have been tangible.

(Notice the phrases spoken by Achish:

I have found no fault in him.

...I have found no fault in you (6/see also 9).

They are ironic because we know the truth, that David was anything but innocent. However, they make us think about Jesus, ‘great David’s greater Son’, whose genuine innocence is emphasised in the gospel accounts. That pristine purity made it possible for Him to take the place of us sinners.)
Prayer: Thank you for your mercy in our lives, Heavenly Father, shown in situations we know about, and others we don’t. Thank you for your over-arching providence, that you work out your purposes for us amidst all life’s many twists and turns. I ask that you will increase our trust in you.
