Daily Bible thoughts 28: Wednesday 8th February, 2012: 1 Samuel 28:1-14
2 Peter 2:20-22 provides a New Testament insight for this Old Testament story. Saul was like a dog returning to its vomit; he was like a pig wallowing in the mire.
(3) says Saul had expelled the mediums and spiritists from the land. The point is underlined in the words from the witch’s own mouth (9).

So, at this point, there was a credibility gap between Saul’s talk and his walk. His mouth went one way, while his life went another. He was living below his principles. There is a warning for us all in this story: the danger of spiritual declension. We can have high standards that we slip away from. Preachers can shout and thump the pulpit, loudly declaring their lofty principles, whilst knowing that once in private they will betray them.  They know the shame of living a double - life. They effectively become two people – one on the platform, and another away from it. Such hypocrisy carries deep shame with it. But it also seems possible that someone’s conscience can become so seared that he/she barely notices (or if they do, they hardly care) about the life of pretence. They can even justify their sin.
When you read about what drove Saul to this point it seems even more tragic (6/7). But if we cherish sin in our hearts the Lord will not listen. We can turn our backs on God so many times, that there comes a point that we seek Him and we can’t find Him. (See the principle in Romans 1: 18-32 that when men give God up, God gives men up!) It could have been such a different story had Saul been repentant. But he wasn’t. He had the telephone wires cut, and then found that when he himself wanted to use the phone, of course it wasn’t working!

The sad, sad summation of Saul’s life in 1 Chronicles 10:13/14 reads:

Saul died because he was unfaithful to the LORD; he did not keep the word of the LORD, and even consulted a medium for guidance, and did not enquire of the LORD. So the LORD put him to death and turned the kingdom over to David son of Jesse.
What an epitaph to have written on your grave.

What a contrast with David whose consistent habit was to seek the Lord.

Indeed what a contrast with David who also, at times, lived well below his convictions, but who knew how to repent, and therefore received mercy.

Prayer: ‘I have decided, I’m going to live like a believer, turn my back on the deceiver. I’m going to live what I believe.’  This is my commitment Lord for my private and my public life. Help me to live it, or else I will fall short.
