Daily Bible thoughts 24: Thursday 2nd February, 2012: 1 Samuel 25:32-44
Although it is more blessed to give than to receive, there is a grace in receiving well (35). It always has within it something of humility, and even a declaration of a degree of dependence on others. This is good for us.
David was thankful for the gifts (35): He and his men were in need, and the food would go down a treat! (18) It wasn’t that they were idle. They were men on the run through no fault of their own. Even while they were fugitives they did a lot of good for others. They had worked for Nabal without being hired by him. And although we should, as the old prayer goes labour and not ask for any reward, save that of knowing that we do thy will, it has to be said that they were deserving of their recompense. They weren’t spongers who had gone ‘cap in hand’ to Nabal. They’d earned their keep. And, it is the responsibility of wealth to look after those less fortunate who are in genuine need. It is also the responsibility of employers to pay fair wages for solid work.
David was thankful for the woman (32-34): He realised that she had kept him from a terrible sin and from badly blotting his future as king. He was relieved and deeply appreciative. She asked only to be remembered when he became king (31b). Remember her?! He married her!! (40-42) (When Nabal sobered up after the ‘bash’ from the night before, it probably struck him forcefully that he had made an enemy of Israel’s future king, and he had only just got away with his life on this occasion. Actually, he wasn’t to hold on to it for much longer: 36-38. It is the tragic end of a miserable man who died clutching his treasure – which, of course, slipped out of his hand when he breathed his last breath.)
 Abigail became David’s second wife. He had already married Ahinoam (43). But even before that, he had been married to Saul’s daughter, Michal (1 Sam.18:26/27). However, when David became a fugitive, Saul gave Michal to another man. It seems that, in particular, Saul wanted to remove any claim to the throne David might have by virtue of being the king’s son-in-law. David knew he was getting an outstanding wife in Abigail. Not only was she intelligent and beautiful (3), but she was also humble and submissive. She was even ready to wash the feet of David’s servants (4). This was the most menial task a servant could be asked to do. Sadly, David was not that good a husband (2 Sam. 11) The Bible does not expressly forbid polygamy, but it was not the pattern from the beginning. God made one woman out of Adam’s rib and gave her to him. He spoke about husband and wife (not wives). Elders in the church were not to be polygamists. We do see a lot of polygamy in the Old Testament. Again and again, as we read between the lines, there seems to be a clear message that this is not a good idea!!
Well, when we are hurt, we need to put those who hurt us into God’s Hands, as David did belatedly with Nabal. Even now, it may not be too late to do so in your case. Don’t hold on to it. Let it go. The hurt will go on hurting you the longer you hold it.

Prayer: Lord Jesus, I ask that our fellowship will be so deep and real; so close and strong, that we are actually able to protect one another from sinning, just as Abigail did with David.
