Daily Bible thoughts 9: Thursday 12th January, 2012: 1 Samuel 18: 22 – 30
David’s humility shines through at this time (23. See also 18). This was not mock modesty. But in spite of David’s words in (23), he was popular and was to become very well known (30). He was a poor man from modest surroundings, and didn’t think he could afford a king’s daughter. So when he found out the asking price he cheered up considerably! (26) Again, there is humour here. But David knew he could deliver because he had a gift for fighting battles. In fact, he had such a talent for fighting that he did twice what was asked of him (27). It’s funny to think that the very thing Saul thought would remove David, actually gave him a platform to use his strengths. Those who humble themselves before God will be exalted by Him. David’s story illustrates this. God always has the last laugh.
It is a sad fact of life that in the world (and regrettably, even in the church at times), you will encounter people who are charming and say nice things to you, but with a hidden agenda (22). There are those who use flattery as a cloak to hide other intentions. They speak kindly, and may even appear to have charismatic gifts (10), but they can change in a moment and hurl a verbal spear at you. So although some compliments can be encouraging and helpful, we must learn to be discerning about people, and face the fact that we will probably pick up some hurts along the way. I am not advocating a continually suspicious nature, with spiritual nostrils always sniffing about people as if everyone were a bad lot. No. Not at all. But there is a need to walk carefully and with the wisdom God generously gives. And may God deliver us from the idolatry of always needing everyone else’s approval. It can bring a person to grief very easily. Besides, it’s not likely that you can go through life living faithfully for God and being universally popular. (‘What evil thing have I done that everyone speaks well of me?’)
Throughout this time of personal attack, David remained humble and showed an exemplary attitude, faithfully doing his job with excellence (30) – continuing to serve the king who hated him. In everything God looked after David, and Saul’s schemes could not succeed, although David walked through very real danger.
Prayer: Lord, please give me eyes to see the difference between genuine encouragement and manipulation. Help me to walk wisely in all situations, and to discern when ungodly schemes are afoot. And may I never sin by using my tongue to speak what others want to hear so as to gain an advantage. I pray that my way may not be one of plotting, but a walk of faith and integrity.
