Daily Bible Thoughts 7: Tuesday 10th January, 2012: 1 Samuel 17: 55 – 18:9
The green – eyed monster

Let’s face it; it’s not easy to cope emotionally when someone is more successful than you and more popular (especially when you were the successful and popular one not that long ago. But now you feel like yesterday’s man/woman. The tide of human opinion turns quickly. Today you may surf on it, and tomorrow you are drowned by it!) Saul was caught between gratitude for the victory David had won, and envy of his rising star.

What is particularly noteworthy (and beautiful) is that Jonathon was not jealous of David at all. He did everything he could to support him and promote and protect him. More than anyone, it was Jonathon’s position that was threatened. Had there been a royal line for Saul, Jonathon was next in line. But God had decreed that David was to be king after Saul. Sin cut short Saul’s house to a line of one – himself! Yet this lovely friendship arose between the two young men. People who want to twist Scripture to justify their own proclivities sometimes suggest that there was a homosexual relationship going on. The Bible clearly does not say that. This was a friendship of the spirit, not the body (1), and many of us will know what it is to have such a ‘chemistry’ with a person of the same gender, without there being anything perverse about it.
In donating to David his robe, tunic, sword, bow and belt (4), Jonathon was surely acknowledging David’s right to the throne (not just to his clothing.) It is also a clear picture of what the Lord Jesus does for us when we become one in spirit with Him: He gives us His robe of righteousness to wear, and His armour with which to fight.

Prayer: Lord Jesus, please give to me a generous heart and a magnanimous spirit. When those around me seem to do better than I, and enjoy greater acclaim, let me just be thankful to see your gifts in them, and realise that a person can only have what is given from above. You are in charge of all the gifts, and you make no mistakes.
