Daily Bible Thoughts 6: Monday 9th January, 2012: 1 Samuel 17: 41-54
I don’t think I had seen this point before, although I have read the story many times: not only was Goliath massive and heavily-armed, but also he had a shield-bearer in front of him (41). David had no shield...or did he? He knew God to be his shield, and his trust was in Him (45). The Lord Himself is all the protection we need, and He will protect us from everything He doesn’t want to have access to our lives. (Obviously, if He lets some trouble come across our path He has a reason for it, and He will be our protector in it, if not from it.)
Goliath was scornful of young David: he despised him (42). The ‘NLT’ says that he sneered, and so does ‘The Message.’ That seems to be the heart of any persecution we Christians face in the UK. We don’t (yet), in the main, face imprisonment or execution for being Christians, but this mockery can be hard to bear. It can cow us into silence, or, at least, make us fearful of speaking. What we see so often is a dispirited church, with a terrible loss of nerve. What happened to the jeering giant should teach us not to take such intimidation to heart. It is so much hot air, and not to be taken account of. So what if they laugh. If God is real, and on our side why should we even care? He will have the last laugh!
David realised that his victory was for the entire army of Israel: he will give all of you into our hands (47). And so it proved to be (51b-53). It reminds me that when He died on the cross, Jesus won the victory for us. He defeated the ‘Goliath’ of sin, and because of His triumph we can be forgiven for our wrongs, and even freed from continuing in them in the future.
Prayer: Lord, help me not to be intimidated by ‘Goliath’s’ raucous laughter. Although it may hurt, and I may feel excluded in some situations, enable me to boldly declare my faith in you regardless, and act in accordance with it.
