Daily Bible thoughts 5: Friday 6th January, 2012: 1 Samuel 17: 31 – 40 (see also Psalm 27.)
‘Simples!!’

Research: Although I didn’t mention this yesterday, twice David was found asking questions to clarify the situation (26/30). It is a mark of good leadership to gather as many facts as possible before coming to a conclusion. Already we see so many traits in David that would be useful to him (and his people) in later days. It was this questioning that brought him into Saul’s presence (31). A huge door can open on small hinges.
Remember: It is hard to read this passage and not laugh out loud. When we were reading (34/35) earlier this morning, Jilly said, ‘As you do!’ We are so familiar with these words that we can lose the impact of them. What David had already done in his shepherding work was remarkable. But What David remembered was what God had done (37). For him it really was a simple matter. Goliath was a pagan Philistine, and the living God was not with him, but with His own people. And what God had done before, He would do again. (See how our smaller battles prepare us for the bigger ones.)
Reject: The world’s way of doing things. We cannot fight spiritual battles with worldly weapons. Saul’s armour just won’t do. What we have to fight with doesn’t look all that impressive, but it works. Strongholds get demolished. (See 2 Cor.10:3-5)

Some trust in chariots and some in horses, but we trust in the name of the LORD our God. They are brought to their knees and fall, but we rise up and stand firm. Psalm 20:7/8.

‘Simples!!’

Prayer: Father, help me to be deaf to the Saul – like voices saying ‘You are not able’, when I know there is some battle I have to fight. Rather, let me go knowing that you are with me, and that I can do all things through the One who gives me strength. Thank you, Lord.
