Daily Bible thoughts 4: 5 January, 2012: 1 Samuel 17:17-30
‘We’re not having it!’

‘Have you seen the giant?’ is how the question reads in the ‘NLT’ (25). Perhaps the more pertinent question is ‘How do you see the giant?’ The young shepherd boy brought a different perspective to the battlefield. He saw Goliath with the eyes of faith, and ran towards him (48), whereas the Israelite army viewed him through the lens of fear and ran from him (24. By the way, I find it ironic to compare this with 20b ...the army was going out to its battle positions, shouting the war cry. They weren’t really up for the fight at all. Pentecostals have traditionally been a rather noisy crew in their services. The question remains though, is there any substance to it? Or is it just huff and puff and bluster?! It’s important to be aware of the danger that it could sometimes be the sound of ‘empty vessels.’) Anyway, David had eyes to see that the real nature of the battle was spiritual (26), and he had no doubt that this pagan Philistine couldn’t get away with this (26b). The issue wasn’t how big Goliath was or how small David was by comparison. What counted was that the infinitely big God was with the young man and was not with the un-jolly giant!
Her name was Eunice. She was a great character. She’d had a tough life, but she was a fighter. Whenever she felt aware of enemy activity around her life she would say defiantly, ‘We’re not having it!’ There comes a moment where you have to draw a line in the sand and say that something is unacceptable, and it’s not going to get the beating of you. In God you are going to stand up and fight. ‘God put a fighter in me’ (Graham Kendrick.)
You will be aware, I am sure, that David’s big moment of opportunity came while he was faithfully running an errand. It was ordinary, mundane work, but he showed great care in the doing of it. His diligence is shown in that he made sure the sheep were looked after while he was away (20) If we are faithful in small things God can give us greater areas of responsibility. The bread and cheese in his hands was about to be exchanged for a sling...and eventually a sceptre.
Prayer: Help me Lord to see my ‘goliaths’ in the light of you, and not in the light of me. Enable me to run towards them with the spiritual weapons you have given me, rather than flee from them in fear.
