Daily Bible thoughts 3: 1 Samuel 17: 1 – 16
WE are the champions:

Saul was not what he once was (11): I can’t imagine the Saul of former years being like this. I feel sure he would have been leading the charge. He was once so strong and brave. He once knew Summery days, but his life was currently full of Autumn tints, and the cold north wind was signalling, even now, the onset of Winter. It is the tragedy of his story that he began so well – but then it all ‘headed south’. It is vital to be a ‘good finisher.’ Saul was head and shoulders above the rest; now his head was down (metaphorically if not literally.) Talk about ‘emotional intelligence’. See how the mood, the attitude, indeed the spiritual state of the leader transmits itself to the led. The mighty can fall, and if we think we stand we had better take care that it doesn’t happen to us – and to people around us who look up to us for whatever reasons.
Goliath was not all he appeared: he seemed to be unbeatable. We know the end of the story though, and it was not good news for the giant. The NLT in (16) pictures Goliath strutting in front of the Israelites for 40 days. What is the Goliath strutting its stuff in front of you, day after day after day? Each morning when you open your eyes that giant problem is in your face, mocking and defying you. ‘You’ll never get the better of me.’ Well, we have news for that giant don’t we? Jesus makes us giant – slayers. WE are the champions, through Him. As someone said, all we need is David’s God and David’s faith. Well, we have David’s God...so what about it?
There is a greater than goliath and a greater than David: Sin is the giantest(!!!) of giant problems. But our champion has arisen from the obscurity of Bethlehem (Micah 5:2ff.) He has dealt decisively with Goliath – cutting off his head with his own sword: using his own weapon of death against him. Even before the final whistle we know the final score. Jesus wins, and we are on His side.

Prayer: Lord Jesus, I am facing some things that are bigger and stronger than me. I know that on my own I could never beat them. But I am not alone. You will never leave me. Thank you that as I trust in you I will share your victory. Let all my giants find me on a ‘winning streak’ because of you.
