Daily Bible thoughts 22: Tuesday 31st January, 2012: 1 Samuel 25:2-17
This is another episode in the early career of David, where we have an ominous glimpse of less than desirable traits in him. So we are not taken by surprise when things go badly wrong later on. Here are dark thunder clouds gathering; later, the storm will break. Of course, one reason we can identify with David so easily is because he regularly blew it! (But, as we have already observed, he also knew how to repent. He was prepared to accept, more than once, that he was the man. That is also an inspiration to contemporary readers of his life-story.)

There is something here about the responsibility of wealth:

Nabal was a descendant of Caleb (3). But although he came from him physically, he didn’t carry his spiritual genes (Nu.13:6; 14:6-9, 24). Caleb was a courageous man of faith; Nabal was a crude man of the flesh. (3) says he was surly and mean in his dealings. (10/11) show it to be so. (2) reveals his ‘bank statement’. It gives us a picture of the extent of his wealth. Now David wasn’t asking for much (8). Nabal grazed his livestock in the semi-desert area where David and his men were patrolling. They had been protecting Nabal’s men and animals from raiding parties (15,16,21) Apparently, it was the custom for farmers/landowners  to reward those who afforded such protection. But not Nabal! He was to die as he lived, grasping on tightly to his horde of earthly treasure, but the unavoidable call of eternity seized him from its grasp. How much did he leave? Everything! There are no pockets in a shroud.
If we are wealthy, and most Christians in the west are – in Bible terms – we have a responsibility to be generous with what we have (1 Tim.6:17-19). As John Wesley said: Earn as much as you can; save as much as you can; give as much as you can.
There is also something here about the responsibility of all:

I’m talking about the responsibility not to take revenge (Rom.12:17-21). People may be rude to you. You are not responsible for their actions, but you are for your reactions. What will your response be? David was so regularly prayerful, but there is not a hint of prayer here. There is just a violently angry response (13/22) Let God  put on His sword (13). But as for you, aim, with His help, to respond like Jesus (1 Peter 2:23).
Prayer: Heavenly Father, I acknowledge before you that everything I own, I don’t own! It is all yours. I am a manager of your property. Help me to never forget that it is yours rather than mine. Enable me to use it wisely and generously as you instruct. Thank you for all that you have entrusted into my hands. I am truly blessed.
