Daily Bible thoughts 20: Friday 27th January, 2012: 1 Samuel 24: 1-15
Yesterday, we saw how the Lord caused Saul to back off in his relentless pursuit of David (23:26-29). But as soon as the immediate crisis was over the king was back on the job, and in his characteristic OTT manner (1/2). It was a huge force to take out on a flea-hunt! (14)
Notice three things:

An open door? (3/4) There is something earthy and humorous about this story of a ‘divine appointment’. It is incredible how God causes the right people to meet in the right place at the right time. In this case it was when Saul ‘pulled off at the services’ for a loo stop. David’s men interpreted this as an ‘open door’. David saw it the same way, but didn’t use it as they suggested. When we face a moment of opportunity we have to assess it in the light of God’s written Word (above all), and also of His still small voice within. We may also need to confer with trusted Christian advisors to come to a wise conclusion. (As we see in the story of Jonah, the ship in the harbour is an opportunity - to move in the opposite direction to God’s will!)
A sensitive conscience (5-7) It is sad that David’s conscience was not always so successful in reining him in. How wonderful it is when your conscience is so sensitively soft that you recoil from the faintest impression of sin. (By the way, sometimes, with our words, we cut off only a corner of someone’s reputation. But it is enough to do the damage.) David showed respect for Saul’s God-given authority as king. In the New Testament Paul and Peter teach that all authority is established by God, and therefore we must honour our leaders and submit to them (Rom.13:1-5; 1 Pet.2:13-17). There is an honouring of the position for the Lord’s sake.
A great stance (12/15) David made it clear that he would not take matters into his own hands. He would not harm Saul. He committed the entire case to God, and trusted the Judge of all the earth to do right, and vindicate him. There is something so Christ-like about this (1 Peter 2:19-23. See also Dt.32:35; Rom.12:17-21.) God is just, and will always vindicate the innocent and punish the guilty – in the next life, at least, if not in this.
Prayer: Lord, may I not spend my life pursuing worthless things. Help me not to waste my life on empty searches, but invest every moment for eternity.
