Daily Bible thoughts 2: Tuesday 3rd January, 2012: 1 Samuel 16:14-23
‘Talent is not enough’.

John Maxwell wrote a book about leadership, bearing the above title. We have already been told how David looked. Here, other characteristics are added to the list: he is a skilled musician; he’s a brave soldier; he is a good communicator (18). David’s got talent! But talent is not enough. None of this would mean very much apart from the statement And the LORD is with him (18b). Ability without anointing is deficient.  It is those empowered by the Holy Spirit who will change the world.
This chapter is really the cross over point in the stories of Saul and David. Saul is on his way out and down; David is on his way in and up. Saul has lost the anointing to be king (14), David has received it (13/18). For David, opportunity knocked, and he was ready.

 ‘Great David’s greater Son’ – the Lord Jesus, needed the anointing of the spirit for His ministry, and so do you and I. None of us can ‘go it alone.’
When you turn your back on the light, you spin round to face the darkness. Saul was being sucked in to a deep black hole of depression. There was something demonic about this condition, but in it all the Sovereign God was permitting it. Saul was sinking ever deeper into the consequences of his rebellion. But notice the effect that God-inspired music can have on the human spirit. The church will always need musicians who are both able and anointed. Their impact can be profound.

One final thought: don’t you think there is a reflection of God the Father in Jesse’s willingness to send His Son (19/20)? (John 3:16/Rom.8:32)

Prayer: Heavenly Father, help me to be like the anonymous talent-spotter who brought the young David to court. Give me eyes to see the gifts of others and encourage them in their use. And whatever abilities we have, let them be anointed abilities.
