Daily Bible thoughts 19: Thursday 26th January, 2012: 1 Samuel 23:15-29
Although they did not know it, this was to be the last meeting between the two friends. What a precious memory for David to hold on to in years to come.

Genuine friendship is present: Jonathon went to David(16) If at all possible true friendship will move towards the pain to bring relief. Jesus, the friend of sinners did not remain aloof from the world in its need.

Genuine friendship involves commitment: (18) That’s a fundamental reason why ‘Winter, Spring, Summer or fall’ real friendship comes running to the side of the one in pain. ‘All you have to do is call’, and the true friend will be there.
Genuine friendship is costly: In view of what we have already read, it was a risky thing for Jonathon to stand with David in his hour of need. His relationship with his beloved dad had already been badly damaged. He himself faced danger, having this madman for a father.
Genuine friendship speaks the truth (17): It speaks it even when it is uncomfortable. (Although some people deliver truth with such a hard-edged manner that it makes it extremely difficult for the recipient to bear it. Remember that speaking the truth in love must come across in tone. The hearer needs to feel the love, not just experience the thump of hard words on the ear drums.) In this case the truth was potentially more difficult for Jonathon, although we have already seen his total acceptance of God’s plan. This is the first time that the understanding between David and Jonathon is explicitly spelled out. Jonathon was going to be 2nd in command under David. One can’t help but wonder how the whole story would have turned out had this happened. It’s a mouth-watering prospect – the ‘dream ticket’ you might say. But it was not to be. Jonathon spoke the truth: My father Saul will not lay a hand on you.(17) That was absolutely true (26-29: see how God can change circumstances. One day everything looks so bleak. The next day it’s an altered prospect. As Dave Green emphasised at our first church house party: ‘Things can change!’)
Genuine friendship is focussed on God: helped him to find strength in God.(16): If I am truly your friend I won’t want you to make me your idol; I will want to say and do everything that will help you to stand on your own two feet in God. I know that I can’t be your strength – not ultimately. And although I want to be with you, I will know that you are going to have to face times alone. So I will want to help you to look always to the Friend who sticks closer than a brother.

When I am with my closest friend, I feel energised and inspired to do what God has called me to do, and to do it even better. When it comes to friendship,that’s what I call the real deal!

Prayer: Lord, I thank you for all who are true friends to me. They are treasured gifts from your Hand. Help me to be everything you want me to be in my friendships with others. Make me a faithful friend, just like Jesus. But however many friends I may have, help me to lean only on you for my strength. And however bad the circumstances are,  I thank you that there is always strength to be found in you. For you are never weak.
