Daily Bible thoughts 18: Wednesday 25th January, 2012
Exposed at the back?
Protection:

Saul was permitted to pursue David, but God did not give David into his hands. (14b) It has been pointed out that, at one level, this is a story about two men: Saul and David. But at a much higher level it is a story about God. The entire story of the Bible, whilst involving people, is ultimately about God. God had a purpose for David: to be a great king who would deliver his people from the Philistines, and, more importantly, to be an ancestor (and type/foreshadowing) of the Messiah. He would not allow Satan to thwart this purpose. (Note that we have to be wise and co-operate with God. David was staying in inaccessible areas of wilderness that would afford a natural protection. As the general reportedly said to his troops: ‘Pray to the Lord and keep your powder dry!’ )
Prayer:

Keilah was a town in Judah, David’s tribe. So he was naturally drawn to run to the people’s aid. But first he asked God about it. He pressed the pause button, and prayed. Three times in this passage you see David enquiring of the Lord. It was his regular pattern to do so. What happens to David, and those around him, when he doesn’t consult God, serves as a sobering reminder to us that we should always walk humbly with our God. As we are seeing again and again in our Bible studies in Chronicles, when people seek the Lord they are blessed, and when they don’t they are not. (Presumably it was Abiathar who enquired  - 6 – using the Urim and Thummim that were kept in the breastpiece attached to the high priest’s ephod. See Ex.28:15-30.)
Predicament:

The people of Keilah were no doubt grateful to David, but not appreciative enough to protect him from Saul. The self-protective instinct is incredibly strong. They may well have heard what Saul did to the priests of Nob for helping David (1 Sam.22:17-19). So in the place of victory, David and his men found themselves vulnerable. It can be like this for us. When a player in a football team has just scored a goal (and particularly when the team has taken the lead), you will regularly see the manager gesticulating forcefully to his head, stressing that they must keep their concentration. He knows how vulnerable they can be in those ecstatic moments. I once read, to my great surprise, that times of revival in the church have often been times of moral lapse as well. When people are greatly moved upon emotionally, barriers can come down that leave them exposed to temptation. Especially when we are enjoying victories then, let’s make sure that we are well organised at the back – that there is a solid defensive wall in place.
Prayer: Heavenly Father, help me to so move each day in the spirit of prayer, that seeking you is as natural as breathing. I want to live in the centre of your will and know the true safety that is to be found there, under the shelter of your wings.
