Daily Bible thoughts 17: Tuesday 24th January, 2012: 1 Samuel 22:11-23
This story surely represents the lowest of low points in Saul’s career.

The courage of Ahimelech:

How can it ever be deemed a crime to enquire of God? How can it be wrong to turn to the One who is above all rulers? But earthly states and princes can become so corrupt that they come to regard it as a sin to practice the true faith (13). Only yesterday I read about a faithful pastor in the confessing church in Germany, in the 1930s, Paul Schneider, who was beaten to death in Buchenwald. This kind of persecution scenario is still disturbingly prevalent in numerous parts of the world. It seems to me that (23) reflects the words Jesus speaks to all the persecuted Ultimately they are safe with Him.
Like so many of those who are in the fiery furnace of opposition, Ahimelech showed courage (15a) As was the case with Daniel, when prayer was outlawed, he wasn’t going to hide or deny his prayerfulness. (Of course, the underlying point he was making was that this was his normal practice with David. There was nothing exceptional about it. It had nothing to do with any conspiracy to overthrow the king. David had given him the impression that he was on urgent business for Saul, so, if anything, Ahimelech thought he was helping his king in what he was doing.)
The courage of the guards:

Even the guards, who were under orders, would not kill the priests of the LORD (17). That fact alone of their mutiny should have made Saul think. But he was now too rabid to be muzzled. (I wonder, what happened to these guards? We are not told.)

The carnage wreaked by Doeg:

As an Edomite, he had no conscientious objection to killing Israelite priests. It would be a pleasure! As we saw yesterday, he had already killed with his words. Then, nasty piece of goods that he was, he went above and beyond the call of duty (19). (In this slaying, the prophecy of 1 Samuel 2:27-33, concerning the end ofEli’s line, came to pass. But that doesn’t justify Doeg’s sin. However the final fulfilment was still to come, because Abiather escaped to David and was to serve as priest into Solomon’s time.)
The confession of David:

Look at (21). In a very real sense he did carry a responsibility for this atrocity. Our lies can adversely affect others, and not only ourselves. David was always quick to confess and repent. This, surely, is a major reason why he was said to be a man after God’s own heart. David is a great encouragement to all of us who regularly blow it!!

Prayer: I know, Lord Jesus, that it takes courage to live this Christian life. Although I may not face imprisonment or death for my faith today, please help me to be brave where bravery is called for. And I pray for all my brothers and sisters who are persecuted for righteousness sake. Give to them immense courage, and let them know they are safe with you.
