Daily Bible thoughts 16: Monday 23rd January, 2012: 1 Samuel 22:1-10
It’s only words...

In the picture of David and the band gathered around him at Adullam, many see a snapshot of the ‘magnetic’ Jesus, who draws to Himself those who are weary and burdened. He invites them to His heart, and into communion with Himself. (It is thought that the titles of Pss.57 and 142 probably refer to David’s time in this cave.)
There’s a lot about words here:

Kind words(3/4): godliness is practical. It takes care of domestic responsibilities. It is kind and caring towards family. David sought protection for his dad and mum in a neutral state. (Remember David was descended from Ruth the Moabitess. She was his great grandma.This may offer an explanation as to why he turned in that direction. Also, Saul had waged war against the Moabites – 14:47, so they would no doubt have welcomed any enemy of Saul)

Prophetic words (5) David was looking in the direction of heaven even more than towards Moab:

...until I learn what God will do for me (3b)
As we read his story we see that he regularly sought the Lord, and he was at his best whenever he did so. As Christians we live our lives by the written Word of God. This is our chart to guide us safely across life’s rough ocean. But we also need to be open to the prophetic words that may come our way through other believers. These will always need to be tested – to be weighed on the scales of Scripture. But many of us will know what it is to receive a word, via another, that has our ‘name and address’ written on it.

Crazy words (7/8): the words of a madman. These are words spilling over from the boiling pot of a fevered mind. It is possible (and it does happen) that hurt feelings do ‘creative writing’. They invent stories that our disordered minds believe. There may be some truth in them, but in the main it is truth twisted into a totally different shape, and so it becomes largely fictional in the process. You don’t have to be as insane as Saul to suffer from paranoia!
Dangerous words (9): words can kill. Life and death are in the tongue. Before saying anything, it is good to ask, ‘Is it true?’ But even if it is true, is it necessary to say it? But there’s something else even more subtle. Even if it is true, do I tell the story in such a way that I actually tell a lie? Do I speak the truth and leave a false impression? Was there anything false in what Doeg said (9/10)? I don’t think so. But was there anything false about what he implied? Absolutely!
So...

Prayer: God be in(all) my words, and (all) my speaking – this day and always.Amen.
