Daily Bible thoughts 15: Friday 20th January, 2012: 1 Samuel 21
There is none like it...

When I read this passage the thought that seemed to stand tallest - on the shoulders of the rest, concerned Goliath’s sword (9). Here’s the thought: today’s victory is important today, obviously! But it may also be significant tomorrow. The strategic battles we win now may well be of consequence somewhere down the road. Today I take Goliath’s sword from him; on another day his weapon comes in mightily handy.

(In Mark 2:23-27 Jesus referred to the incident found here in 1- 6. He was making the point that meeting human need supercedes the keeping of ceremonial law.)

It has been said that Mark’s gospel (which we have begun to study on Sunday evenings) confronts us throughout with these alternatives: will we live by fear or by faith? We cannot live by both at the same time. One will inevitably kick the other out of bed. This is a passage dominated by fear. It is not for us to be critical of David. Would we have been any different if in his sandals? His life was in jeopardy. The danger was real, not imagined. This was not a playground game. But under the oppressive cloud, David made wrong choices. He lived by deception, lying to Ahimelech, and feigning madness before Achish and the Philistines. The Bible nowhere commends this. It is incompatible with faith. It may be that he lied to Ahimelech out of noble motives. If the priest didn’t know what he was really up to Saul couldn’t have him ‘bang to rights’ for conspiracy. (As it happens, that didn’t stop the crazy Saul anyway. There is a tragic sequel to come 22:6-23) But times of fear are challenging:
David...was very much afraid...So...(12/13a)
So... When you are afraid, what follows So...? 
La, a note to follow so. 
What ‘note’ follows So in your life? Is it harmonious with God? Is it discordant with His Word? How do you respond to the fear? Is it with godly integrity? Or do you allow the cold and furious tide to sweep away your principles. (Pss.34/56 will reward further study. They show David knew the right way, and, I think, indicate that any lapse in faith was temporary.)
By the way, there is another sword of which we can say:

There is none like it...(9b – see Eph.6:17;Hebs.4:12)
Will we also say:

...give it to me?

Give it to me and I will read it, believe it, meditate in it, memorise it, stand on it – use it in the fight. Don’t let me keep it in some display cabinet in the church!

Prayer: Lord, I have faced some fearful times in my life, and I know it is likely that I will again. It may be today. When I am afraid, let my ‘So’ be honouring to you. And may my ‘sword’ never be for display purposes only. I want it to be my constant companion in the thick of battle.

