Daily Bible thoughts 13: Wednesday 18th January, 2012: 1 Samuel 20: 17-34
Is your place empty?
Verse 31 shows something amazing about Jonathon: he knew this full well and it wasn’t a problem to him. He loved David as he loved himself. There was a fundamental difference between Jonathon and Saul; Jonathon accepted God’s Word/will for David, whereas Saul was clearly in rebellion to it. There is peace and contentment in submission to God.
There is a sad humour in (30). It seems Jonathon’s bad traits were entirely his mother’s!! (All I can say is, she must have been quite a lady if Jonathon owed all these noble, loyal, generous and courageous traits to her! We salute her!) Saul was unfair on his son. He spoke harsh, cruel words (30) Jonathon wanted to be on his father’s side too – and he fought bravely for him and with him to the bitter end. He didn’t want to choose between his best friend and his dad. But most important of all, Jonathon was on the Lord’s side. He would always stand first and foremost with his Captain. That meant he sided with righteousness and justice, and could not be involved with any attempt to remove David. What a spirit he had.
Jonathon faces us with a challenge: will we side with (30) the Son of Jesse’s Son – Jesus the Messiah, who came centuries later? Are we prepared to stand up for God’s rightful King in the court of this world’s opinion, where He is so regularly blasphemed, mocked, despised, vilified and spoken of unjustly? Will our place of witness be occupied? Are we prepared to identify ourselves as His friends? Are we willing to speak a word for Him? And are we prepared for the scorn, the mistreatment, the abuse etc that can come to those who stand up for Jesus as soldiers of the cross? Will we allow Jonathon to be an inspiration to us as we go out again today into a world that will always want to crucify Jesus; that will always have Away with him as its cry?
Finally, consider these words:

...your seat will be empty (18)

...David’s place was empty (25)

...David’s place was empty again (27)

God has so constructed the church that we cannot afford empty seats. We need every believer fully present, bringing everything to the table God has given them to bring.

Prayer: Heavenly Father, I believe your Word shows me that I am unique. In all of history there will only be one of me. There is a work for Jesus only I can do. So help me Lord. I know how cowardly I can be; I know only too well how many excuses I can manufacture. Help me to step up. Enable me to show up, that the seat at your table bearing my name may not be empty.

