Daily Bible thoughts 12: Tuesday 17th January, 2012: 1 Samuel 20:1-16
Jonathon must be one of the noblest characters in the Bible. He consistently shows a big-heartedness (1/2/9) Perhaps there’s a touch of lovely naiveté here – wanting to think and speak well of his father too. (Of course, in the recent past Jonathon did know that his father was trying to kill David – 19:1/2 – but he had reason to think that the storm had passed over – 19:6. He knew of no further change in the ‘weather’. At the end of the day, though, Jonathon was on the side of right – 19:16)
David, however, had a countryman’s instinct for reading the change in weather patterns (3). He showed a shrewdness of judgment; an ability to read people and situations. Here, no doubt, was one reason why he made such a great leader of men. Young as he was, it wasn’t easy to pull the wool over his eyes.

In this passage you can discern something of the emotional cost to David in the situation (5). He was a regular guest at the king’s table. He’d been promoted out of obscurity at a very young age. The king thought highly of him for a time and David must have enjoyed this intimacy – this fellowship at the royal table. When the weather began to turn, and a fierce cold north wind got up, the friendship of the king was one of many precious things blown away.

And David knew that he was innocent (8b). How it must have stung! It makes me think about the spotless Jesus challenging His enemies: asking which of them convinced Him of sin. Who could legitimately put a finger on any fault in His pristine character? They crucified Him unjustly, on the basis of false charges.
Jonathon knew that David would become king. In those times it was customary for new kings to eradicate any potential rivals for the throne. If David were to follow tradition, David would wipe out Jonathon and his entire family upon his ascension to the throne. Hence the words in (14/15). These prove to be important for the future unfolding of the story (1 Sam.31:2; 2 Sam.9:1-10).
Prayer: Lord Jesus, let my heart towards you be the same as Jonathon’s towards David: Whatever you want me to do, I’ll do for you (4).And may the whole world, indeed the entire universe, come to fall at your feet. I thank you Lord because I know that one day this will happen.
