Daily Bible thoughts 11: Monday 16th January, 2012,1 Samuel 19:13-24.
It’s real isn’t it?
In the story of the idol in the bed, there is the brewing of a dark cloud on the far distant horizon. It is like the low rumbling of a thunder-storm still in the distance. Perhaps this is an early indicator that all was not right with David, great man that he was. There were hairline cracks in his character, particularly in the area of relationships with the opposite sex, which would be deeply damaging to him and his family and his reign. What was he doing with an idol under his roof? If the idol was Michal’s and not his, why did he allow her to have it in the house? It is possible for a wife or a husband to become the idol in the bed. If God is not allowed to rule supreme in the home, then someone else is having the final say (at least on some things) and there are the seeds of idolatry in that.
In recent readings we have seen God using people to protect David (specifically Jonathan and Michal.) The people are patently people: flawed human-beings. This much is obvious. I will comment on the point later in the week, but a number of ‘white-lies’ are told to help David. However, in this reading today, you see how God can work directly without involving anyone else. There are some details in the story that are not fully explicable, but what is clear is that God put a ‘restraining order’ on the men sent by Saul, and finally on Saul himself. He could not lay a finger on David. I can’t help but think of the story of another Saul, in the New Testament. He was on his way to Damascus to arrest Christians, and en-route Christ ‘apprehended’ him. As someone said, ‘He felt the hand of the heavenly policeman on his collar.’ God directly intervened and stopped him doing what he intended to carry out. For that Saul, it was a life-changing (indeed name-changing) experience.
An ‘Elim’ evangelist told me on one occasion about a meeting where he was speaking. He is a really godly man – greatly used by God. The Holy Spirit regularly works powerfully and visibly through him. Anyway, towards the back of the room, some boys were causing a disturbance. Suddenly, he heard a clatter from the direction of the area where they were sitting. He walked over to where they were now lying on the ground. They looked up at him, and one of them said, It’s real isn’t it?

What, then, shall we say in response to this? If God is for us, who can be against us? Romans 8:31

Prayer: Lord God, help me to live fearlessly each day, knowing that I am held in your almighty hands, and that your hand will be against anyone or anything that wants to harm me. It cannot happen, unless you expressly allow it. And even if you should permit it, nothing will ever separate me from your love in Christ Jesus.
