Daily Bible thoughts 10: Friday 13th January, 2012: 1 Samuel 19: 1 – 12
There is something wonderful about the words in (4)

Jonathan spoke well of David to Saul his father...
As mentioned previously, he had every reason, naturally speaking, to view David through green tinted lenses – to see him as a rival. But instead he served him, protected him and spoke gracious words about him. Underneath everything he reverenced God and accepted His decision that David should be king. Let’s make it a habit to speak well of people – and especially in the case of those where we could have reason to speak otherwise. Reminding Saul of the simply amazing conquest of Goliath, Jonathan gave the credit to David, but ultimately, all the glory to God (5)
God’s protection is a real thing. See how God used Saul’s daughter and son (David’s brother-in-law and wife) to look after him and save his skin. (It is worth considering the potential personal cost in what Jonathan and Michal did. They surely put themselves on the line for David.) In times of danger God will see to it that you have friends in key places. He moves all the pieces on the chess board, and the entire board belongs to him. God uses people in His purposes, but they don’t always realise at the time that they are His instruments.
I am immortal until all the will of God for me is accomplished

By the way, in proclaiming what he did in (6), then later resuming his murderous attempts on David (9-12), Saul was taking a further stride into the deep dark tunnel of rebellion.
Don’t you think there are New Testament hints in our passage today? (12) reminds me of Saul making his escape in a basket. (7b) causes me to think of the reconciling work of Christ through the cross. And (5b) shines as the centre-piece of the passage:

Why then would you do wrong to an innocent man like David by killing him for no reason.
David’s great ancestor, Jesus Christ, truly was innocent. He was killed for no legitimate human reason. But we do know why he died:

...Christ died for our sins according to the Scriptures...(1 Cor.15:3)

Prayer: Heavenly Father, may I never forget the kindness of others toward me. Remind me today of someone I should say ‘thank you’ to, and make my words a blessing to them. Above all, thank you for the kindness you have shown me – and the whole church – in Christ Jesus.
